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Editorial 
A CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

On a press release dated March 6, 1980, General Public Utilities 
Corporation (GPU) Met-Ed's partner in crime at TMI, announced 
that Dr. John W. Oswald, President of Pennsylvania State 
University, had been elected as a member of its Board of 
Directors. 

Now, it is no secret that Penn State, especially the College of 
Engineering, has been notoriously pro-nuclear before and since 
TMI. Even the Patriot has noticed and produced a strong editorial 
on its incredibly incompetent and biased "survey" of residents 
living near power plants. 

However, for the president of Pennsylvania's state university, 
whose Capitol Campus is located in Middletown, a community 
traumatized by TMI, to accept a directorship on the Board of 
Directors of a company which has demonstrated lack of sympathy 
for the public, technical and moral incompetence, and contempt 
for the truth, is quite clearly a conflict of interest. As with John 
O'Leary's (late of the DOE) appointment to GPU' s Board, it 
smacks of coziness with powerful, monied interests and of a 
favorable disposition to an industry that has done no real good for 
the citizens (and the students) of Pennsylvania. 

There was no need for Oswald to accept this dubious honor. 
Penn State's toadying to the interests of the industry should have 
brought grants and research contracts aplenty to the school. It was 
a pointless insult to the people of central Pennsylvania to join 
ranks with those who would ignore their fears and physical safety. 
Dr. Oswald has no demonstrated competence in the fields of 
nuclear engineering or energy research. Much like Penn State's 
other contribution to the nuclear scenario, Ann Trunk, Oswald 
seems to have been tapped for his honor for reasons other than 
expertise or representatiq_n of the people of this state. 

Oswald's dalliance with the nuclear industry should not go 
unnoticed by this area's legislators the next time he comes before 
thein to poormouth Penn State's finances and ask for more money. 
Some hard questions should be a ked concerning the propriety of 
his action. We suspect many people in this area would be upset at 
large portions of their tax dollars going to support a university run 

. •· . .., GPU's Directors. 
There is clearly a conflict of interest here. It should be resolved 

by one of two actions: Oswald's resignation from the Board of 
Directors of GPU, or his resignation as head of this state's 
university. There have been too many corners cut already in this 
affair by Met-Ed, GPU, Penn State, the NRC, Pennsylvania state 
government, (witness Thornburgh's remarks on China's nuclear 
program), John O'Leary, et al. There is no other acceptable 
course. 
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HURTS,' TOO 
While we can't say that we had 

any direct suspicion, we can't say 
as we're suprised. Dollars & 
Sense reports that a Norwalk, 
Connecticut hospital's pulmonary 
specia~ist says that highway toll 
booths cause cancer. 

Booths are said to be carcino
genic because drivers, passeng-
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ers, and toll booth workers inhale 
large amounts of asbestos fibers 
when cars brake to a stop. Brake 
linings and clutch facings have 
large amounts of asbestos in them 
for strength and heat resistance. 

Since cars and trucks spew an 
estimated two tons of asbestos 
into the air of Connecticut 
through this route, the doctor and 
the Connecticut Lung Association 
are campaigning to shut down all 
of the offending booths. Accord
ing to Dr. Bruce Imbruce, "All it 
takes is one little asbestos fiber," 
and lung cancer can set in twenty 
years later. 

Fame Has A 
Half-Life 

'The Madison, Wi~consin Free- . 
For all checks in with the news 
that Madison Press Connection, 
the publisher of the famous 
Hansen H-Bomb letter, (see Oct
tober, 1979 Harrisburg) has 
ceased daily publishing, closed 
down by a $180,00 debt. 

The Press Connection was the 
only cooperatively-owned daily in 
the United States, started when 
strikina workers and reporters 
from Madison's conventional 
daily press started their own 
paper. The Connection paid its 
workers movement-minimum sal
aries and printed on tabloid style. 
Various proposals are being float
ed: printing a shopper to raise 
money for a regular paper, maint
aining the print shop for commer
cial purposes, and collecting back 
advertising debts. Whatever the 
resplts, it .seems that cooperative 
daily journalism in the U.S. is 
temporarily defunct. 

Bt a famo1s .1 magazine writerl · 

Or photographer, 
or layout -person, 

or whatever. 

' . 
If the 

VVashington Post 

hasn't returned 

your calls yet, 

try us! 
H·arris burg 
Magazine 

Call us at 
232-6794. 

THE JOHNSRUD/ 
KEPFORD REPORT 

Last month we saw how the NRC is assisting Met-Ed to cripple 
the contributions of public interest intervenors to the hearing 
process. This month we will examine a more vicious attempt at the 
same sort of muzzling. As in a pair of morality plays, the names of 
the protagonists differ but the roles remain the same. 

_It is no secret that for several year PP&L has been spending 
great sums of money to construct a pair of boiling water reactors in 
Berwick. With construction 60 percent complete, the utility has 
applied for an operating license. ECNP, dismayed at the prospect 
of a third nuclear generating 'station on the Susquehanna, has 
intervened in the licensing hearings, citing numerous siting 
difficulties and design flaws. PP&L is understandably anxious to 
prevent ECNP from presenting its evidence to the hearing board, 
and the NRC staff is equally concerned to protect the board from 
dissenting opinions. 

Accordingly, PP&L has asked that the board forbid ECNP to 
present witnesses, written testimony, or exhibits in support of its 
own contentions. The utility also asked that ECNP be barred from 
cross-examining any of the utility's witnesses. In less legal 
terminology, PP&L has asked the board to gag Dr. Kepford. 

This request is the culmination of a months-long effort to 
destroy public interest intervention. This effort began last fall 
when PP&L attorneys served their discovery requests (see last 
month's J:K Report) on the intervenors. ECNP received an 
average of 10 to 20 interrogatories per contention-a manageable 
load, on the face of it. However, each interrogatory was broken up 
into subparts-up to 15. Thus ECNP received an average of 200 
questions per contention and a total of about 2, 700. If one person 
took 15 minutes to answer each question, working a 40-hour week 
he would be done in four months. ECNP had 60 days. 

Kepford protested the killing load of interrogatories. A staff of 
well-paid legal aides, working day and night, might be able to 
chum out 2,700 detailed anwers before the January 18 deadline. 
Johnsrud and-Kepford are currently involved in four separate sets 
of NRC hearings. Their volunteer staff does have time to get some 
research done outside of the jobs that put food on the table. 
Kepford was painfully aware of the Prairie Island precedent, in 
which intervenors had been muzzled ~being late with discovery 
responses. 

The protest did little good. The board ignored ECNP's charges 
of harassment, and ordered it to answer all 2, 700. The board did 
mitigate the order somewhat by nqt requiring extensive research 
and permitting responses of the form, "Don't have the 
information, still investigating." 

Kepford set to work. Two months and several thousands cups of 
coffee later, on J anuary 18, he mailed off the last of the responses 
and settled to await PP&L's next dirty trick. It was not long 
coming. 

The utility immediately complained to the board that ECNP's 
answers were unsatisfactory. In fact, PP&L filed a lengthy, 
point-by-point brief which said of almost every ECNP answer, ''It 
is vague and insufficient. ' ' The board will have a hard time 
judging the merits of the utility's complaints, for they do not 
explain what it is that is "vague" or what is missing. Johnsrud 
comments, "The applicant'(PP&L) is saying that we are to answer 
to some undefined standard of adequacy." 

It is also curious to note that while the NRC cites one precedent 
for the ''punishment' ' of ECNP (the inappropriate Prairie Island 
decision), the utility cited none. It said merely that sanctions were 
called for because ECNP' s responses were "not in good faith." 
''The applicant cited no precedents," grumbles Kepford, 
''because there are none." 

Dr. Johnsrud observes that the utility's intent is to shut up 
ECNP, not to have it expelled from the hearings. As soon as ECNP 
is expelled, it can appeal the board's decision. Under NRC rules 
ECNP cannot appeal a gag order as long as it is still a party in the 
hearings. ECNP also loses its right to appeal if it voluntarily pulls 
out of the hearings. It can only appeal if 1t sits six months 
attending all sessions, responding to all utility briefs, and not 
saying a word. 

ECNP appealed anyway. Citing "Extraordinary circum
stances- the misuse of the discovery process," Johnsrud went 
over the board and appealed directly to the five commissioners of 
the NRC. At this writing the commissi~ners have yet to make any 
response. 

Asked what message she had for PP&L ratepayers, Johnsrud 
concluded, "Demand that the utility halt construction of Berwick 
and fully implement the potential for conservation throughout its 
entire system. There is a cruel deception attached to PP&L's 
stubborn commitment to complete Berwick. Its ratepayers will 
find themselves required to pay whopping increases in utility rates 
if the Berwick plant is allowed to come on line, while the utility 
sells its tremendous amounts of excess power at a profit.'' ' 
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Movement meltdown 
A look at the Harrisburg anti-nuclear movement one year later 

By Bob Becker 

A year after the most serious commercial nuclear 
power accident in U.S.history, the local anti-nuclear 
movement finds itself divided on questions of tactics and 
strategy, short of funds, and rent by divisions between 
its member groups. 

Yet, the movement is correcting many of its errors, 
and it has made considerable progress in community 
organizing. Further, it may be on the verge of major 
breakthroughs in funding and legal work. 

These are the conclusions of an investigation 
Harrisburg conducted of the anti-nuclear movement and 
its activities. Special attention was given to the Three 
Mile Island Alert (TMIA) organization, the area's oldest 
and most advanced group. TMIA staff and volunteers 
were interviewed, as well as former members and 
independent activists.. The group's financial activities 
were examined, and the public record of its activities 
was reviewed. 

What emerged was a picture of an organization rich in 
volunteer energy and fervent in its anti-nuclear politics, 
yet still unable to fully focus and direct the spontaneous 
outburst of citizen wrath brought on by the accident. 

Founded four .years ago, TMIA consisted initially of a 
small group of _ people concerned about the potential 
hazards of the nucleat plant near Middletown. The 
organization concentrated its efforts on public _education 
and the publicity stunts like· its balloon launches to 
demonstrate radioactive particles' ability to travel on the 
wind. 

Not too many people noticed. _ 
The organization' remained a small group of part-time 

activists. Its activities did nothing to hamper the 
progress of Metropolitan Edison Company asit rushed 
its TMI Unit Two into operation. 

All this changed forever after March 28 of last year. 
The near-meltdown catapulted the tiny group from its 

gadfly role to that of the suddenly enfranchised 
leadership of a burgeoning citizen's movement. The 
spontaneous eruption of citizen wrath against Met-Ed 
caught the anti-nuke group unprepared. On March 28 
and for a long time afterward the telephones at TMIA's 
Peffer Street offices never stopped ringing. 

The office was deluged with requests for information 
for which there was no reliable source. People wanted to 
know whether they should leave the area, or whether 
they could drink the water, or how they could protect 
themselves against the radiation. The staff responded as 
best they could. 

At the same time people were flocking into the TMIA 
office to volunteer their time. There was much energy 
but few avenues in which to channel it. Consequently 
many people were- not able to be utilized by the 
organization. 

In its rush to respond to the crisis, TMIA threw 
together several events. A rally held AprilS at the Capitol 
steps drew 1,000 persons. TMIA organizers character
ized the event as a success, though the turnout was 
somewhat disappointing given the magnitude of the 
accident. 

Two weeks later TMIA organized another response, _ 
this time a protest meetng held at Harrisburg Area 
Community College featuring Dr. Helen Caldicott, 
well-known for her crusades against nuclear weapons 
and nuclear power. The meeting was packed, with over 
6oo persons and the national press in attendence. 

A month later came the Women and Children's March 
on Met-Ed headquarters in Reading. The march was 
conceived .by severaf local feminists. The nuclear power 
issue was seen by them as having particular implication 
for the healths of women and children, and the march 
quickly drew other like-minded people into the organ
izing effort. An ad ho~ alliance was formed between 
TMIA and the feminist cadre of organizers around the 
march, with the Peffer Street office being turned into the 
nerve center. 

Several problems developed. Personality clashes 
between some march organizers and TMIA office 
persons grew more frequent. The Pennsylvania state 

pollee were not yery cooperative in making arrangements 
for the safety of the marchers. Some potential supporter!' · 
did not participate because of the perception that men 
were not particularly welcome -as participants or 
organizers. 

Despite all this the march was tremendously 
successful. A contingent of over 1,000 Harrisburg 
residents made their way to Reading to participate in the 
march. Good publicity resulted, and many new people 
were brought into the movement. 

Things did not go as well three months later. TMIA 
had the unfortunate experience of scheduling a 
demonstration to protest the planned releases of krypton 
gas from the nuclear plant the same day that the 
Harrisburg chapter of the National Organization for 
Women was holding a walk-a-thon to support the Equal 
Rights Amendment. The feminist community was 
angered by what seemed to be TMIA insensitivity to 
their activities. 

Matters of style also caused the organization some 
grief. The Peffer Street offices projected an image of 
clutter and disorganization, though in fact much work is 
done there. The surface ambiance is loose and 
ultra-democratic. 

Some potential supporters are turned off by this 
at mosphere. Mickey Minnich, the highly successful 
football coach at Steel High, achieved prominence for a 
whirlwind series of anti-nuke activities after the accident. 
Inteviewed by Paul Cowan for afl article in the VillaRe 

Voice, Minnich was said to feel uncomfortable with the 
"anarchistic, '60's-flavored style" that characterizes the 
group. Because Minnich operates in the authoritarian 
world of the football coach, he is not the most objective 
observer of the .TMIA style; yet, his perceptions seem to ' 
be shared by many in the area. 

The fledgling organization's mistakes and style did not 
slow down its organizing efforts. In early fall the group 
sponsored a publicity-surrounded visit to Harrisburg by 
Jane Fonda and Tom Hayden of the Campaign for 
Economic Democracy. 

Though there were rumors that the visit was a stalking 
horse for Jerry Brown's presidential campaign, events 
proved them false. A Sunday evening rally held 
September 20 at the Penn Harris motel drew a large and 
spirited overflow crowd. The next morning the two 
celebrities walked a picketline in solidarity with the 
striking Morrison Laboratory workers. 

The event's luster was diminished, however, by 
Fonda's refusal to meet with a group of Harrisburg 

women unless they were willing to affiliate with a CEO 
unionizing program (see "Fonda and Hayden in 
Nuke-Land," in Harrisburg, November, 1979). Further, 
the fundraising activities scheduled around the two-the 
Penn Harris rally and a private, by invitation-only 
cocktail party~netted TMIA only $1,~. 

Another event organized under TMIA auspices turned 
into an unmitigated disaster. Ernest Sternglass, a 
controversial radiologist from the University of Pitts
burgh, flew into town to present his findings on what he 
said was a significant increase in infant mortality in the 
area since the accident. The Patriot-News, in its coverage 
of Sternglass's press conference, gleefully pointed out 

1 some inconsistencies in his data collection methods, and 
local hospital officialS: failed to back up Sternglass's 
contentions. 

Then, in February of this year, the organization 
blundered again. Aroused by the krypton gas ventings at 
the plant, TMIA held a press conference in Middletown 
to demand, along with Mayor Robert Reid and 
representative Joseph Rhodes, that additional radiation 
monitoring systems be set up by the U.S. Department of 
Health and the Environmental Protection Agency. When 
a reporter presented the group with evidence that such a 
system was already put into place, the anti-nuclear group 
was obliged to do some fancy verbal footwork. 

Other TMIA-sponsored events, however, were more 
successful. On November 10 of last year the organization 
held a teach-in at a Harrisburg college on the dangers of 
nuclear power. Attendance was excellent-over .400 
persons-and the line-up of speakers was outstanding. 
There were luminaries such as Michael Harrington of the 
Democratic Socialist Organizing Committee and Robert 
Jay Lifton of Yale university, one ofthe nation's foremost 
authorities on the psychological consequences of 
disasters. The usual numbers of students and young 
people were significantly .augmented by the presence of 
many older and somewhat more conservative people. 
The conference was largely organized by TMIA' s Louise 
Bradford. 

What plagued the group in this and other activities is 
an indifferent or hostile local press, particularly the 
Patriot-News. The distinguished dailies either seqt their 
more inexperienced reporters to cover TMI events and 
buried them on inside pages or, smelling blood in the 
water, sent veterans like Carmen Brutto or Richard 
Roberts to administer the coup de grace. While 
pompously lambasting Met-Ed on its editorial pages, the 
papers never lose an oppurtunity to rap the anti-n.uke 



Anti-nukes 
groups. 

Local television news, on the other hand, has simply 
been too limited in its format to provide the kind on 
in-depth coverage needed on a coJ)lplicated issue like 
nuclear energy. 

The attitudes of local media, coupled ,with some 
goof-ups of the or-ganization's own making, has now 
resulted in poor-coverage of TMIA. 
· Some TMIA problems, however, can be attributed to 

the growing pains any new organization faces. 
Jim McGee is a Harrisburg air conditioning mechanic 

who, unlike most TMIA members, was active in the 
organization well before the accident. In the weeks after 
March 28 McGee played a key role in restructuring of the 
organization. Faced with an incredible number of 
requests for information or assistance, TMIA had some 
growing up to do in a hurry. 

McGee related what happened: ''In the first place, the 
old organization was composed of working people 
incapable of dealing with the new workload placed on 
the Alert. It was apparent that the doors had to be 
opened to the influx of new people into TMIA. The 
organization's new inner circle (editor's note: those who 
joined around the time of the accident and formed a 
leadership core) was fearful of letting these new throngs 
of people with faith in TMIA kitow how poorly organized 
and ill-informed they actually were. So, to deal with the 
situation, the-Interim Committee was formed." 

..-The Interim Committee, as it turned out, generated 
some controversy· of its owri in the TMIA ranks. 
Composed of Kathy Chamberlin~ Joel Roth, Kay 
Pickering, Mike Klinger, Marge Clement and McGee, 
the committee was charged with developing new 
organizational forms for TMIA. To some observers, the 
changes smacked of a ·coup, and along the way the 
committee acquired the nickname "the Gang of Six." 

The committee did not deliver its recommendations 
until the September 15 deadline.· In the meantime, a 
number of the member groups were turned off by what 
they perceived as the committee's isolation from the rest 
of them. The recommendations which were eventually 
made did not surprise anyone, as they embraced an 
organizational format common to anti-nuke groups. 
Dlspite the criticism leveled against it, McGee feels the 
committee performed a useful function. 
"The Interim Committee did serve the function of 
making order out of chaos," he asserted. To this extent 
the effect _was positive. But it (the new organization 
structure) wasn't an open enough arrangement. Now, 
large numbers of people feel alienated from the decision 
making process." 

One result of the trade-off, McGee contends, is that 
the member organizations feel no sense of solidarity with 
TMIA as a whole. 

The later effects of the organizational changes were 
described by another TMIA activist. Andrea Chessman, 
a member of TMIA's Education Task Force has been 
with the organization since last May 6. Chessman is 
familiar with the workings of the organization, and 
though she has some reservations, she sees ari important 
future task for the anti-nuke group. 

"TMIA has a role to play over the next four years, 
which is the amount of time the clean-up is supposed to 

. . . 
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' take. Among other things, we have to monitor the 
clean-up's progress and any dangers it may pose to the 
public." 

Chessman pointed to areas in which she thou-ght the 
organization has been successful. One is the 1egal suit 
being mounted by TMIA to keep Unit One closed. In 

· addition to the suit's precedent-setting potential for the 
national anti-nuclear movement, the legal action 
provides a good mechanism to mobilize volunteer 
support and energy locally. 

Another TMIA achievement in Chessman's view was 
its success in getting the various local communities 
organized. TMIA has member chapters in Hershey, 
Lebanon, Middletown, Newberry Township, Lower 
Paxton Township, New Cumberland, Perry County, 
Mechanicsburg, Steelton, Carlisle, Londonderry Town
ship and Susquehanna Township. The gras.sroots 
structure has enabled the organization to mobilize its 
constituents on short notice for local government or 
legislative meetings. With this grassroots involvement, 
Chessman. maintains, TMIA has enhanced its overall 
credibility, though this often goes unnoticed by local 
media. 

These are areas, however, in which the TMIA 
organization is flawed, Chessman feels. It is governed. by 
a Planning Council cif about 25 members; membership on 
it is determined by a formula that guarantees 
representation to each of the organization's task forces, 
committees and area groups. The Steering Committee, a 
smaller group apart from the Planning Council, sets the 
meeting agendas and selects the issues. The Steering 
Committee is composed of Joel Roth, TMIA's chair
person; AI Mirando, a New Cumberland businessman; 
John Murdock, a retired economist; Tim Percarpio, a 
Dillsburg dentist; Will Rodgers, a health center 
administrator; Ed Nielson, a caseworker; and Cathie 
Musser, a homemaker. Though there is a democratic 
structure, Chessman believes there is no way for a lot of 
people to get actively involved. Since voting on the 
Planning Council depends on membership on a task force 
or in an area group, and since few of the task forces are 
actively functioning, many interested people are shut 
out. Further, there is no Harrisburg city chapter of 
TMIA, and others are disenfranchised this way. 

An additional problem Chessman noted was the lack of 
a grievance procedure. For example, there is no way to 
determine whether the TMIA office is failing the 
members in any of its support functions. Members with a 
grievance have no place to go under the existing system. 

Yet, despite, its faults, Chessman believes TMIA 
should be supported, as "it's the only game in town." 
Her thinking, like others inside TMIA, is that the threat 
posed by Met-Ed should compel people to put aside their 
differences. 

For others, however, the organization was not flexible 
enough to welcome their talents. 

Harriet Hoffman is an independent consultant with 
experience in gtants writing and fundraising. Last fall, 
shortly after the formation of the Steering Committee, 
Hoffman proposed to the group that she would volunteer 
to conduct fundraising workshops and to write grant 
proposals for the organization. 

The Steering Committee responded by asking her to 
put her ideas in wi:iting. This she did, in memo form, and 

waited for ·a reply. 
None came. 
·Undeterred, Hoffman again approached the organiz

ation with an -offer to help with direct mail fundraising. 
Joel Roth, a Steering Committee member, asked her to 
again put her ideas in writing. This time she refused. 

"It was clear there was this little group of people in 
power who ran things. They didn't want anyone else in 
control of things or sharing the power,'' Hoffman said. 

One person who holds a lot of power il:i TMIA is Chris 
Sayer. In the post-March 28 atmosphere the need for 
full-time staff was obvious, and the informal group of 
persons holding the reins of power in TMIA acted to fill 
the post with considerable haste. At a meeting in early 
April, 1979, Sayer's name was proposed and discussed 
for the staff position. Supporters of his who were 
influential in the organization at the time were Pickering, 
William Vastine (who was president of TMIA at the time 
of the accident) and Roth. 

Sayer was formally proposed for the job at another 
·meeting later that. month. Traditional job-screening 
procedures were .not followed, as there was no 
advertising of the position and no other candidates were 
·considered. Sayer was also present during the discussion 
and vote on his hiring. . _ 

There were several arguments advanced at the 
mt:eting for hiring. Sayer. One was the fact that he was 
already spending considerable amounts of time at the 
TMIA office and was familiar with the organization and 
what needed to be done. It was also pointed out that he 
was immediately available for employment and in fact 
was already physically situated in the office as he was 
renting office space from the Center for Peace and 
Justice, owner ofthe building. Last, the organization had 
few funds and could not afford ·to pay much for the 
position, let alone offer any promises of stable 
employment. Sayer was willing to work under these 
conditions. 

There was only one voice raised in opposition at the 
meeting. Kathy McCaughin, a city planning bureau 
employee, questioned the haste with which the decision 
was being made. McCaughin said she felt the group was 
approaching the -question the wrong way. "It was my 
first TMIA meeting and I was surprised at it happening 
so quickly," said McCaughin. "The issue was..not Chris 
Sayer, but that nobody knew what they were hiring 
somebody to do." 

McCaughin objected that no thought had been ~iven to 

continued on page 19 

Charity begins at home 
The quixotic nature of the anti-nuclear move

ment's crusade against Met-Ed can be illustrated 
by a few comparisions. 

The movement's funds are few, as reported in 
the accompanying story. However, Met-Ed, in its 
1978 annual report to the Federal Regulatory 
Commission, documented a net income of 
$58,606,866. The utility's total revenues before 
expenses were $310,573,064. Among the utility's 
costs of serving its customers was an item 
modestly titled "Expenditures for the purpose of 
explaining to State and Federal legislators the 
effect of proposed legislation on the company, its 
shareholders, employees, customers and the 
electric industry." The tab for this activity was 
$37,196, which can buy a heck of a lot of lunches at 
Lombardo's. 

Another item of note in the utility's report was 
$304,294 spent on research and development costs 
for a fast breeder reactor proje~. As dangerous as 
light water reactors are, the liquid sodium cooled 
fast breeders make other prototypes look like 

· Tinkertoys (editor's note: see Bill Keisling's article 
elsewhere in this issue). 

Met-Ed is not without a social conscience, 
however. Its contributions to community causes 
totaled $139,766, including $4,163 to Pennsylvania 
State University, noted for its pro-nuke College of 
Engineering, and $10,500 to a worthy endeavor 
titled the Emergency Electric Fund. 

Outstripping the charitable contributions was 
the $143,750 the utility paid two of its top officers. 
WalterCreitz was paid a hefty .$90,001 in 1978; his 
cohort Jack Herbein, who droned for TV cameras 
so memorably after the accident, collected a more 
modest $53,500. 



Brian Baxter: The plan and the man 
By Carl Judy and 
Gil Morrissey 

One of the reforms which 
Governor Thornburgh promised 
in his campaign was an end to 
patronage and professionalization 
of the state's employment sys
tem. His apparently real lack of 
enthusiasm for-the spoils system
brought reports of widespread 
discontent, if not open rebellion , 
among GOP sub-chieftains eager 
to make up for time lost during 
the eight years of the Shapp 
administration. 

The pendmg reorganization of 
the state personnel system will 
throw oil onto troubled fires. 
While attempting to eliminate 
patronage by reorganizing the 
state civil service commission into 
the Office of Budget Administra
tion , the program proposed by 
Brian Baxter, the governor's 
deputy for employee relations, 
would actually put a large number 
of managerial employees in a 
position to be more easily 
removed from their jobs by a 
politically appointed department 
head. The proposal would also 
lessen the influence of veteran's 
preference in hiring procedures 
and, while putting more 
managerial employees in a pos
ition to be fired by a political 
appoimee, does not actually 
create any more patronage jobs 
for the beleaguered party reg
ulars. Unsurprisingly, Baxter 
claims that the most difficult part 
of the program wlll be "selling" 
it to the legislature. 

Who is Brian Baxter? Baxter, 
34, last served as business ad
ministrator for the City of 
Trenton, New Jersey. According 
to a published report in the 
Trenton Times, furnished by Gov-. 
en.;;r' s Office Press Secretaryr 
Nick DeBenedictis, Baxter was at 
registered Democrat in N~w· 

Jersey who agreed to register as 
an independent when he came to 
Pennsylvania. 

In Trenton Baxter was credited 
with reducing by 17 percent the 
city's payroll over an eight-year 
period. This was done largely 
employees thought of the Thorn
ment of positions funded by city 
taxes with CET A employees. This 
is a not-uncommon practice 
among city and county personnel 
administrators across the coun
try, who use the federally-funded 
CET A positions to keep local 
payrolls down while not cutting 
back on services. Critics of these 
sort of maneuvers say that all that 
is done is to replace trained, 
union-organized employees with 
low-paid, inexperienced CETA 
workers, and that the tax burden 
is merely shifted from local to 
federal. Of course, as Deputy 
Secretary for Employee Relations 
for the state, there will be no 
CET A funds to juggle. Baxter 
also used a great deal of Com
munity Development Block Grant 
money in Trenton for administra
tive salaries, which, while per
fectly legal, counters the original 

purpose of the monies. spending money to create jobs in 
In an interview with Harris- the private sector, why keep them 

burg, Baxter said that there had on the payroll? The governor's 
been a reduction in the state answer to unemployment 1s more 
workforce of approximately 2,700, money for PIDA (Pennsylvania 
or about two percent, since the Industrial Development Author
Thornburgh administration had ity). 
come in. Altho'~gh~ attrition had According to Gerald Kapp of 
been one of the mainstays of the PIDA, in 1979, $59,000,000 was 
Trenton reduction, Baxter stated loaned by the agency, creating 
that "furloughs" (read "lay- approximately 7,000 jobs. Kapp 
off'') will be carried out, and had said · that '79 was-a banner year 
already taken place in the Den'lrt- for PIDA, and that most of the 
ments of Health, General ;)er- - jobs created were "brick-and
vices and Revenue. As far as the mortar" jobs. For 1980, the 
much-publicized c~anges in the agency was budgeted $20,000,000 
Welfare Department, BaXter wh1ch will create about 2,000 
claimed that "In Welfare, we're jobs. With the Thornburgh ad
shifting personnel from unneces- ministration proposing · to cut 
sary management positions ... and 80,000 "able-bodied" welfare 
gardening, beauticians, and bar- recipients off the rolls, and tl.e 
bers .. .into patient care." furloughs from the reorganiza-

While in Trenton Baxter tion, it looks like there will be a 
achieved a reputation locally as mighty tight squeeze for employ
an administrator who, while some ment in Pennsylvania, with no 
of his policies could be ques- real improvement in the unem
tioned, his conduct was incorrupt- ployment rate in the offing. 
ible and above reproach. Some Baxter did assure Harrisburg that 
sources say he ran the city of "We're not taking a meat-ax 
Trenton single-handedly. He also approach" to the impending 
maintained a good rapport with reductions. He also said that 
local journalists, maintaining an there will be placement and 
open-door policy. Baxter said retraining programs available for 
good-naturedly that he had frus- the displaced. 
trated the local press in Trenton Harrisburg asked Baxter if the 
by not giving them anything to drive to make more management 
get him on. He also . achieved a positions which can be filled by 
reputation as a "whiz kid," which departmer:t heads does not coflict 
must be slightly galling now at with the Thornburgh adminis_
age 34-:-although still quite tration~s expressed desire to elim
young for a $39,374-a-year dir- inate patronage employees •. Poli
ector of employment and labor tical appointments · are political 
relations for 100,000 people. appointments by any name. "I 

When Harrisburg asked Baxter - know that's something people 
about the advisability of reducing would be concerned about," said 
the state workforce at a time · Baxter. He went on to say that 
when unemployment was high, very strict standards would have 
he replied, "I don't think the to be met, and that it would 
state government is there to solve 
that problem by hiring people on. 
The governor's whole thrust is 
economic development. If we're 

increase the "top manager's" 
flexibility in implementing his 
policy. "It's not total patronage. 
Th~y can't appoint any-

~-;.:-·-· .. - ~ _ ................ ...... .... ... - - .. -- ----·- - ·-.. ... .. .. .. . .. . . ... . .. .. . . .. . ... .. • . . ~ .., ' 

body.'' Baxter said that the policy 
would create "a group of people 
between the civil servants and the 
exempt personnel." In other 
words, another group of political 
appointees would be created-
with sli~thtlv l}igher _standards. -

Brian Baxter, in his position as 
Deputy for Employee Relations, 
is responsible for negotiating with 
the state employee unions all the 
contracts. We contacted Gerald 
McEntee, of AFSCME, Council 
13, to see what organized state 
employee thought of the Thorn
burgh administration's personnel 
plans. 

According to McEntee, "The 
Thornburgh administration has 
been running rough-shod over the 
Legislature." McEntee stated 
that because of the attrition in 
state employment over the last 
five years, the state's ability to 
deliver services is at the "bare
bones" level now. 1ie cited the 
example of the much-maligned 
Department of Transportation, 
which had 22,000 employees' five 
years ago, and is now function
ing with 14,000. (Skeptics who 
point to the potholes in state 
roads , and the recent flap over 

continued on page 13 -

Falling between the cracks 
•uJames Massie 

No system is perfect; no construction is seamless, 
unflawed or without some little crack or scratch that 
detracts from function or appearance. The present plans 
to reorganize state employment are touted as having the 
employees' welfare in mind; but anyone who has 
watched Pennsylvania government over the years just 
knows that ' any widespread changes in patronage and 
employment are going to hit somebody-probably some 
little guy-where they live. Somebody is going to fall 
through the cracks. 

Jim Massie may be such a person. Massie has 16 years 
state service; for 15 of those years he was a construction 
inspector for the state. He has four years to go until 
retirement. He was furloughed from his job inspecting 
when the highway construction boom went bust. He has 
been working as a Clerk-1 in PennDOT since June, 
1979. He had bid on 152 jobs unsuccessfully until he 
r:ceived an unsolicited letter from PennDOT informing 
h1m of temporary opening for construction inspectors for 
work on che impending South Bridge project. The letter 
informed him that if he did not respond, he would be 
considered to have waived his temporary reemployment 
rights and would not be notified of future vacancies. 

Jim Massie needs to get in four years. His Clerk-1 job 
is about as low as a job could get, and he figured 
PennDOT and the Thornburgh administration would be 
interested in hiring somebody with experience. So what 
he did was apply for a leave of;abs~nc~from his clerk job, 
so he could get in the nine months as a construction 
inspector and then return to his clerk job. After all, 
Article 17, Section One of the master agreement between 
the state and AFSCME states "Employees may be 
granted leaves without pay at the soleldiscretion of the 
employer for any reason for a period not to exceed two 
years.'' Though Massie is not a union member, the union 
is supposed to speak for him. The union representative 
told him that the key clause in the section was "for any 
reason," and that he was within reason to ask for the 
leave. If he takes the job, he will be furloughed after nine 
months and not be able to return to his old job. 

According to Gerald McEntee of AFSCME, there are 
many state employees who are feeling this '"Catch-22" 
situation. They are receiving temporary employment 
offers that are more remunerative than their present 
~tat~ position, but the employees are afraid (apparently 
Justifiably) that they will not be able to return to state 
employment after they are laid off of the temporary job. 
No one knows if this is a deliberate part of the state's 
"re-organizing" efforts; but people are paranoid. Massie 
says he knows of several other pe.ople in the same 
position-afraid to better themselves for fear of losing 
a steady, but low-paying job, 

There are perhaps those who would say that it is not 
the state's function to gaurantee. a job to its employees. 
Then again, there are those who would say that the state 
owes an employee with many years' service at least a 
•courteous reply to his request. One thing's for 
certain-there already cracks in the system. 

[Editor's note: any state employees with similar 
experiences to Jim Massie's should contact Harrisburg 
Magazine, 315 Peffer Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 
17102, telephone 232-6794. All replies will be held in 
strictest confidence.] 
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This year's model 
The uncelebrated jumping reactor of Benton County, Washington 

By Bill Keisling e ilestones along the road to a nuclear-powered 
America are few and far between lately, so I was 
particularly anxious to witness the unveiling of 
America's latest model breeder reactor. In the 

early evening hours of February 6, 1980, the Fast Flux 
Test Facility was expected to produce its first 
self-sustaining chain reaction. In the slang of nuclear 
engineers, the "FFTF" was aboutto "go critical." Since 
the day Enrico Fermi secretly conjured a chain reaction 
in a crude, uranium and graphite reactor on a squash 
court beneath_a University of Chicago football stadium, 
"criticality" has become 11 birthing rite in the life of any 
reactor. A criticality te1>t is the atomic energy industry's 
equivalent to a rocket launching. 

The Fast Flux Test Facility is a billion dollar liquid 
metlll fast breeder reactor complex built by the United 
States government on a remote stretch of desert prairie 
near Richland, Washington. The FFTF is little known by 
the American public but it is probably the most important 
new reactor in . the United States. The saf~ty of this 
reactor's fuel was the subject of a highly publicized court 
case but the atomic reactor itself somehow escaped much 
attention. 

In the control room next to the domed reactor 
containment building members of the day crew were 
bringing the FFTF to criticality. The process involved 
slowly lifting only one of the reactor's six boron carbide 
control rods less than an inch, stopping to allow 
measurements of the core, then proceeding by lifting 
another contro( rod. Earlier in the day the control rods 
had been lifted three inches at a time but now, as 
criticality neared, work was slower. 

Each of the six control rods was levitated by one 
central lever in the control room. The .operator's hand 
raising the lever also symbolically raised a curtain. In 
keeping with the importance of the event a cameraman 
would photograph the fmal, climaxing nse of the control 
lever. 

·Throughout the. day local news reporters had 
telephoned the government's public relations office in 
Richland asking for information concerning the criticality 
test. The reporters had been told that a chain reaction 
was "imminent" this evening. But no journalist was 
allowed inside the control room· because the government 
officials said there was little to see. It was explained that 
the FFTF's plutonium and uranium core, already heated 
to 400° F, would heat no more than an additional degree 
Fahrenheit once a chain reaction was sustained. It was a 
poor television event. No lights would flash and, God 
forbid, nothing would ignite. 

But the people living nearby the Hanford Reservation 
in south central Washington, where the FFTF was 
constructed, were keenly interested in the new breeder 
reactor. Their labor built this facility, their civic leaders 
regularly praised the FFTF as the prototype of the atomic 
reactor of the future, and the week before came news the 
federal government would spend $148 million over the 
next two years for the FFTF's operation. 

The FFTF is a popular. pork barrel here, so 
expectations naturally rose to a feverish pitch when a 
local television anchorman, working for KNDU-TV of 
Kennewick, reported on his dinner hour news show the 
FFTF would "go critical" this evening. 

ince morning six technicians worked in the control 
room of the FFTF attempting to "bring the 
reactor up" to criticality. Working were a chief 
,operator, an engineer, a core physicist and three 

reactor operators. The technicians obeyed a rigid 
checklist of instructions. With them in the control room, 
of course, was the. photographer. 

Also attending was a studious group of Department of 
Energy (DOE) officials, whose job was to oversee the 
FFTF, and an assortment of Westinghouse Hanford 
executives, whose company was the DOE's prime 
contractor for the project. The officials sat restlessly with 

BID Keisling Is author of Tllree Mile Island: Tllrning 
Point 
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the executives within a makeshift gallery at one side of 
the large control room. The FFTF's nearby- visitor's 
center had been closed to the public all day so 
subordinate FFTF:technicians could watch events in the 
control room through a closed circuit television monitor 
without interfering with the work of the control room 
operators or disturbing the officials. Any visiting 
member of the public was turned away from the. visitor's 
center with the explanation "a briefing" was in session. 

Many people throughout the Richland area listened for 
news concerning the reactor. Ten miles southeast of the 
FFTF, in the federahbuilding in Richland, the DOE's 
public relations office was preparing to issue a news 
release announcing the chain reaction. A photograph of 
the reactor operator lifting the control lever would be 
made available. 

The watchful congregation of officials and executiyes 
in the control room, technicians in -the visitor's center 
and public relations officers in Richland was naturally 
disappointed when the control room operators had frrst 
announced, then confirmed, slight problems had been 
discovered and the FFTF could not sustain a chain 
reaction this evening. Neutron senso:.:s were 
malfunctioning, causing the failure of the FFTF's first 
criticality test. 

· he FFTF is a neutron factory. Neutrons are atomic 
particles containing no electrical charge. These 
particles are produced in breeder reactors like the 

. FFTF to split plutonium atoms while converting 
atoms of uranium into more plutonium. The Fast Flux 
Test Facility is designed to produce a "fast flux" of 
neutrons or, simply, waves of neutrons splashing along 
at relatively high speeds. Neutrons radiate from the 
FFTF's reactor core the way heat radiates from a 
potbellied stove. By positioning fuels and components at 
vario!JS places in the bath of neutrons, materials for 
future, more powerful, breeder reactors can be tested. 
Precise neutron bombardment testing is an important 
FFTF function, so the "neutron flux" must always be 
accurately measured. 

Neutrons are inventoried by placing many clusters of 
sensors within and around the FFTF' s core. The sensors 
help the technicians determine the core power level, or 
"reactivity," and detect potentially damaging neutron 
leakage. The FFTF's first criticality test not only tested 
the reactor's fuel, but also a wide assortment of new 
instrumentation, including a fr~shly designed network of 
neutron sensors. 

The technicians could not withdraw the control rods 
with the same freedom King Arthur pulled his sword 
from stone. The newness of the FFTF' s design was one 
reason why the six control rods had been raised so slowly 
that day. In the intervals of time between the raising of 
each rod the operators had recorded much information. 
As the control rods had frrst been raised, many "in-core" 
neutron sensors-sensors placed within the reactor 
vessel-had reported the anticipated amount of neutron 
flux. But as the reactor climbed near the neutron 
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production plateau necessary to sustain a chain reaction, 
the out-of-core neutron S!!nsors failed to respond 
predictably to the flying ~~;tomic particles. 

The FFrF's official start-up criteria would not allow 
the technicians to proceed to criticality with faulty 
neutron sensors or erroneous sensor data. These start-up 
regulations were meant to assure the safe operation of 
tlie machine. When the technicians announced the 
reactor could not be made critical the officials and 
executives on hand chatted excitedly to each other since 
this was a matter worthy of their consideration, but each 
knew the highest of the officials among them should not 
overrule the start-up regulations, which had been 
scrutinized in many departments, bureaus and review 
committees by many high officials, and so it was 
mutually agreed by the governmental and corporate 
representatives to try again for criticality in a few days, 
after the problem had been corrected and the proper 
paperwork completed and filed. 

That night the FFrF did not sustain a chain reaction. 
The technicians were forced to "bring the reactor 
down." The six control rods were lowered~ the curtain 
went down. The photographer was sent away. Officials 
and executives withdrew from the control room. 
Technicians no longer watched television in the visitor's 
center. The next day, February 7, 1980, the visitor's 
center would be opened to the public and a maintenance 
crew would work to correct the FFrF' s neutron sensor 
difficulties. 

Whenever problems are discovered with infant 
reactors such as the FFrF, "bugs" are said to have been 
found in the atomic furnace or its vast support systems. 
After a sick machine has undergone corrective 
maintenance the reactor is said to be "debugge4." As 
though cured by some miracle elixir a late model nuclear 
reactor is debugged with a minimum amount of fuss. 

Accordingly, the FFTF's first criticality test would 
become a nonevent. The public relations officers in 
Richland did not issue the press release announcing the 
FFTF's criticality that evening. It would be released 
sometime in the future; the date and names of the 
participating technicians woulld be changed, of course. 
Local reporters were told by the public relations officers 
that the DOE had been "overly optimistic" in expecting 
the FFTF to so soon sustain a chain reaction. It . was 
stressed the FFTF's difficulties were "not unexpected," 
but it appeared as though the reactor could not be 
"brought up" until the weekend, at least. 

NDU-TV's late news show at llpm made no 
mention -of the FFTF. Earlier, at 6pm, people 
were told the new reactor was expected to go 
critical later in the evening. That afternoon I 

telephoned the Department of Energy's chief public ' 
relations officer in Richland, Tom Bauman, who told me 
the FFTF would sustain a chain reaction "sometime in 
February." I did not know technicians were lifting the 
FFI.:f's control rods as I spoke with Bauman. I was forced 
to remind my informant the month was February. Did he 
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'The operator's hand raising the lever also symbolically raised a curtain. 

mean the FFTF would sustain a chain: reaction 
"sometime" this month, or "sometime in February," 
1981? "This month," he replied. I asked to witness the 
criticality test. He said it was impossible. I' asked to meet 
with him when I visited Richland. Bauman said that too 
was impossible but perhaps one of his assistants would 
meet with me. 

In the morning I boarded a bus rolling into Richland at 
noon. Lunch hour was in full swing when I stepped inside 
the lobby of the Richland federal building. Wishing not 
to distu~b anyone's lunch I walked to the nearby Hanford 
Science Center. Someone had told me the science center 
is an unusual museum containing relics of the early 
atomic age. This museum is part of the federal building, 
but is operated • by Rockwell Hanford Operations, a 
subsidiary of Rockwell International. The rooms were 
dimly lit; my fingers made a very old pair of radioactive 
material handling claws jerkedly rattle about a chamber 
enclosing dominos. I could not make the dominos stand 
using the claws. Next on display was a Geiger counter. 
First I activated the sen~or, then its loudspeaker. I 
moved a sample of uranium close to the sensor and the 
loudspeaker clicked. 

he first criticality test was conducted under strict 
sanctions of wartime secrecy. On December 2, 
1942, a small, hushed group of physicists watched 
technicians add lumps of uranium to the pile 

reactor designed by Fermi and built on the Chicago 
squash court. Within the pile of uranium and graphite, 
unseen by the scientists, a tiny neutron shot toward a 
uranium atom. When the uranium atom was torpedoed it 
split, or "fissioned," releasing huge stores of energy 
previously holding the atom together. Also cast off at 
tremendous speeds was an assortment of atomic flotsam 
and jetsam: inci!Jding at least two neutrons which sttuck 
nearby graphite atoms, sl.owing considerably -as do ships 
in rough seas, before each neutron collided with another 
uranium atom, repeating the fission process. 

The physicists knew a chain reaction would be 
sustained only if enough neutrons were produced by 

fission to continuously split more uranium. The number 
of neutrons needed was expressed mathematically as a 
"multiplication factor k" greater than 1.00. Neutrons 
were measured by sensors- placed throughout ·the. 
reactor. When the neutron sensors indicated a 
multiplication factor k greater than 1.00, the physicists 
knew the ~;eactor had "gone critical." Fermi's reactor 
and neutron sensors worked the first time. 
. By _1942 three natural elements · were known to 

sometimes fission when bombarded with neutrons 
-uranium, thorium and protoactinium. ThoriulJ1 and 
protoactinium only split when struck by neutrons 
traveling more than 30 million miles per hour, called 
" fast neutrons." Uranium sometimes fissions when 
struck by neutrons slowed to less than 10,000 miles per 
hour. One type .of uranium, an isotope named "U-235," 
fissions when hit by a "slow neutron." U-235 was 
selected as the fuel for Fermi's reactor because it was 
easier to chain react than thorium, while protoactinium 
was comparatively scarce. 

U-235 is also rarely found naturally. Only one in every 
140 uranium atoms is U-235; the rest is mostly an isotope 
'called "U-238." U-238 will not easily fission. But when 
U-238 is hit by a fast neutron, the neutron is absorbed, or 
"captured." The U-238 nucleus suddenly coughs out two 
high-speed hydrogen nuclei-called "beta" particles
and the atom is transformed, as if by alchemy, first into 
an isotope of neptunium, then into Plutonium-239. This 
isotope of plutonium will easily fission. Similarly, one 
isotope of thorium captures a slow neutron, changing to 
fissionable " U-233," an artificial uranium isotope. 
Physicists who sired new elements named the service 
"breeding." 

Atomic marble shooters soon realized fissionable 
material could be· shaped into a "driver core," and this 
core covered by a "blanket" of U-238. As the driver core 
fissioned, its escaping fast neutrons would change the 
U-238 into fissionable plutonium. The supply of 
fissionable material, good for mere decades, could be 
made to last centuries, physicists said. Material ..for 
atomic bombs would also be many times more plentiful, 

Photos and drawing by Westinghouse Hanford 

but few mentioned this. 
Fermi made critical the first breeder, named 

"Clementine," at Los Alamos, New Mexico, in 1946. On 
December 20, 1951, the Experimental Breeder Reactor I 
(EBR-1) ·became the first atomic reactor' to generate 
electricity. Unfortunately, EBR-I's core melted in 1955; 
some say the reactor's U-238 blanlcet was seconds away 
from breeding a nuclear explosion. 

In 1954 the Atomic Energy Commission launched its 
Liquid Metal Fast Breeder Reactor, or "LMFBR" 
Program. Breeder reactors are cooled "ith liquid metals 
such as sodium, mixed sodium-potassium or mercury. 
These metals carry heat away more quickly than other 
coolants-water or gas, for example-without slowing 
neutrons needed to breed plutonium. The US LMFBR 
Program was greeted warmly in Congress. Money soon 
was appropriated to construct a new test reactor, called 
"EBR-11," replacing the melted EBR-I, also builfin the 
National Reactor Testing-Station near Jdaho Falls, Idaho. 
To prove breeders could safely generate salable 
electricity the AEC next accepted bids from private 
companies to build and operate a demonstration breeder 
reactor. Officials chose a prop.>sal to construct a breeder 
near Detroit, Michigan, called the "Enrico Fermi Atomic 
Power Plant. " Unfortunately, in 1966 part of the reactor 
named for Enrico Fermi melted. 

AEC officials issued many licenses in the mid-1960s 
permitting electric utilities to construct full-scale, 
nonbreeding reactors throughout America. These 
reactors were fueled by uranium enriched to contain 
three percent U-235. U-235 fissions in a slow neutron 
environment so the new reactors were cooled 'with 
ordinary water, which slows neutrons. "Light water 
reactors," as they were called, differed from "heavy 
water" models as they were not cooled with water 
holding unnaturally large amounts of .heavy hydrogen 
isotopes. 

Once full-scale light water reactors were springing up 
in neighborhoods across America AEC officials 
advocated constructing a series of model breeder 
reactors. Experience gained from the small EBR-11 and 

A~'i'IY198ii H'~ril;bu'rg' Pa~~.:;-·. 

.I 

1 
I 
1 
I 



Fermi plants would help build the comparatively larger 
Fast Flux Test Facility · which, in tum, would test 
materials for a semi-scale demonstration plant scheduled 
for the shore of Clinch River, in Tennessee. The federal 
government would finance the FFTF to help spawn a 
competitive "family" of breeder reactor entrepreneurs 
who, in tum, would invest $250 million in the 
demonstration plant. Finally, it was hoped, privately 
owned, full-scale breeder reactors would operate 
throughout America, replacing old light water electric 
stations by the tum of t}Je millennium. 

Once breeders operated commercially, the public was 
told, remaining light water reactors could be converted to 
bum plutonium. When uranium became a fuel ofthe past 
as did whale oil, a "plutonium' economy" would be 
created. 

It was decided in 1965 to build the FFTF on the 
Hanford Reservation, close to where plutonium was 
fabricated for the Nagasaki bomb. By 1967 
representatives of government and business resolvel:l to 
cool the FFTF with molten sodium. Sodium was selected 
because it scarcely slows neutrons, is a good heat 
conductor with a high boiling point and is easily 
manufactured. There is one drawback: At reactor . 
temperatures liquid sodium will explode if exposed to 
air, water or concrete. Nevertheless the AEC gambled 
heavily on liquid sodium cooled, plutonium fueled 
reactors. 

President Richard Nixon told members of Congress on 
June '4, 1971, he wanted the demonstration plant 
breeding by 1980. "Our best hope today for meeting the 
nation's growing demand for economical clean energy 
lies with the fast breeder reactor, "Nixon said. As for the 
dangers, the president promised he was "directing" 
breeder reactors be "inherently" tree of defects. 

is~ons of trouble. free breeder reactors sw~rved off 
Htghway 74 wtth 28-year old Karen Silkwood. 
Silkwood was found dead in her smashed · 
;automobile off the road in a ditch 30 miles from 

Oklahoma City; Oklahoma, on November 13, 1974. It is 
not known whether Silkwood slept at the wheel of her car 
or fell prey to unknown highwaymen. 

Silkwood had worked at Kerr-McGee Corporation's 
Cimarron, Oklahoma, plutonium processing plant, where 
FFTF fuel was made under contract with Westinghouse 
Hanford. Fuel was blended-one part Plutonium-239 to 
three parts Uranium-238-pressed iilto pellets and 
stacked inside thin fuel pins at the Cimarron plant. The 
pins then were trucked to the FFTF' s fuel storage pools 
at Hanford. Silkwood's job at Cimarron had been to 
inspect the FFTF's fuel pins. She was mysteriously 
contaminated with plutonium several times before her 
death. Eight days before Silkwood died the toxic metal 
was found throughout her apartment, concentrated on 
bologna and cheese in the refrigerator. 

Months before her death Silkwood told labor union 
officials inferior fuel pins were shipped for ~se ·in the 
FFTF, and that Kerr-McGee officials regularly falsified 
quality assurance records. After her body was found 
union officials publicized that Silkwood was driving to 
meet with a newspaper reporter when she crashed. 

Posthumous hearings questioned the quality of the 
FFTF' s fuel: Westinghouse Hanford disclosed a history 
of troubles with Kerf-McGee fuel pins. Quality assurance 
records written by Kerr-McGee inspectors noted such 
problems as "porosity in .the end cap" of fuel pins and 

'I marveled how whitewash could make anything look so clean. ' 

entire shipments of fuel pins "with nylon particles 
inside." On~ inspector reported observing a Kerr
McGee supervisor smoothing, with rubbing compound, 
fuel pins earlier rejected by another inspector for tubing · 
defects. "I was inforn'led that this was an evaluation and 
the pins in question would not be shipped,'' the inspector 
reported, but concluded, "The pins were shipped.'! 

Government officials announced a review board was 
formed at Hanford to study questionable FFfF fuel pins. 
Pins were inspected and compared against "acceptance 
criteria.'' When pins were found not meeting acceptance 
criteria the review board voted whether to bend the 
criteria. Only 91 of the 15,000 _fuel pins .made by 
Kerr-McGee were rejected by the review board. 
Kerr-McGee's Cimarron plant, however, received 'no 
more government contracts and closed. Silkwood's estate 
was awarded $10 million by a six-pe·rson jury as 
punishment against Kerr-McGee. 

Growing public concern over the availability of 
plutonium forced GeraldFord's administration in its last 
days to criticize plutonium reprocessing plants. 
Reprocessing plants clean garbage from spent reactor 
fueL and U-238 blankets. The wastes are disposed 

-though no permanent resting place for atomic wastes 
exists-and the plutonium is reshaped into fuel. A 
full-scale plutonium economy would haul and ship 
thousands of tons of the element around the earth each 
year. A nuclear bomb requires less than two pounds of 
plutonium. 

Jimmy Carter promised to control plutonium. The 
president pronounced on April 7, 1977, he would 
restructure the LMFBR Program by halting construction 
of the Clinch River 'demonstration plant. Carter said the 
plutonium breeder would not remain America's favorite 
model. Other designs would receive priority status, he 
said. As well, a half-completed reprocessing plant in 
South Carolina would "receive neither federal 
encouragement nor funding." Allied Chemical, Gulf Oil 
and Shell had invested $250 million in the reprocessing 
plant. Carter said his nuclear policy was ·"a step i~ the 
right direction" .toward atomic weaP<>ns control. 

The president's energy ,advisors testified before 
congressional committees the Clinch River plant should 
not be completed because its plutonium was not needed. 
The estimated future dema~d for fissionable material, 
Congress was told, fell to less than a third of what was 
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'Charlie said, '~/hear it was up fora while, .came back down, then went back up."' 

expected when the Clinch River project was authorized. 
But since the time Congress authorized the project th~ 
US government spent more than one and a half billion 
dollars on the shore of Clinch River; America's breeder 
reactor entreprene\}rs invested 5250 million. 

Jimmy Carter quickly learned what others had known 
for years: Once a nuclear reactor is planned, bureaucratic 
inertia and industry pressure make it extremely difficult, 
if not impossible, to kill. 

Congress members continued to vote appropriations to 
manufacture components for the Clinch River project, 
though the administration stopped the plant's 
construction. By the end of December, 1979, $36 million 
worth of equipment, including a reactor vessel, was 
stored near Clinch River, apparently warehoused 
until a new president or nuclear policy reached the White 
House. To prevent "adverse economic impact" in the 
Clinch River area, Carter continued the project's payroll. 
At the close of 1979, 4,400 people remained employed in 
various capacities in the Clinch River project. 

The FFfF was politically impossible to kill. When 
Congress approved the FFfF in 1966 it was to have cost 
$87.5 million. The reactor was five years behind schedule 
and cost $647 million when construction ended in 1979; 
support facilities such as offices and laboratories pushed 
the price to more than a billion dollars. The DOE 
continued funding the FFfF in the event its ''base 
technology information" was needed though Carter said 
the US would "not move nearly so rapidly toward any 
sort of commercial use . .. 

Suddenly politically chic was the light water cooled 
thorium breeder proposed by Admiral Hyman Rickover. 
Thorium reactors breed fissionable uranium, not 
fissionable plutonium. When Carter entered office $41 
million was spent annually on water cooled thorium 
breeders. By 1980 the DOE would want to spend $69 
million on the Water Cooled Breeder Reactor Program, 
which the thorium reactor is part. Carter called thorium 
an "alternative," but the DOE proposed to spend $79.4 

' -million in.1980 and $69 million in 1981 on the-FP'fF. 
Meanwhile, the people of Benton County, 

Washington, where the Richland federal building makes 
its home, built the FFfF. They were aware the future of 

·· American plutonium breeders hinged on· the FFfF's 
successful operation. Benton County citizens pride 
themselves as being well informed about atomic energy. 
As Richland's Tri-City Herald editorialized in January, 
1980, "the Tri-Cities is a nuclear community. No fear or 
suspicion of nuclear thlngs here. Nuclear experts at 
Hanford know what they' re doing." 

Locals say America needs Hanford's plutonium and 
waste storage sites; Jimmy Carter might talk about 
exotic thorium technologies, but he also asked Congress 

"Government must take a strong stand on the nuclear 
· power question. What officials are falling to consider Is 

that those who will be receiving the affects of TMI 
venting are the same people who have been receiving 
"small" doses of radioactivity since March 28, 1979. I 
support a Momtorium on the bulld.lng ·of nuclear power 
plants until all . questions sUITOundlng TMI are 
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to appropriate $96 million in 1981 toward plutonium 
production for new atomic bombs. The people of Benton 

· County always trusted America would come home to 
plutonium. 

Ground was broken for the FFfF in 1971. Reactor 
plumbing was installed, then 240,000 gallons of molten 
sodium were pumped into the cooling loops in 1978. Fuel 
loading commenced in No'lember, 1979. Remaining 
undone was the FFfF's first criticality test, which 
undoubtedly would be a milestone. 

!!)was standing inside the Hanford Science Center, 
gazing at a map ofthe plutonium works, when the 
museum's curator, Lyle Wilhelmi, appeared 
beside me. "Is there something you can't find?" 

he asked. I replied I was interested in the FFfF but could 
see no display. Wilhelmi explained a toy breeder reactor 
once was showcased but after President Carter spoke 
against plutonum breeders the management of the 
science center hid the plastic model in some closet. 
Wilhelmi nevertheless led me to a simulated FFfF fuel 
assembly. 

The fuel assembly lay on its side like a torpedo. One of 
the assembly's hexagonal sides was cut away and 
Wilhelmi pointed inside to 217 fuel pins, each containing 
150 fuel pellets. The curator explained how sodium 
would cool an authentic fuel assembly, gushing from the 
bottom of the assembly, pushing around fuel pins then 
flowing out 250° F warmer near the top of the reactor 
vessel. Wilhelmi gave me simulated FFfF fuel pellet. 
The black pellet was noticably smaller than a pencil 
eraser. 

I thanked the curator and walked back to the federal 
building. In the lobby a watchman examined security 
credentials near a passage to most of the building's 
chambers. The Hanford Reservation is administered 
from these hidden offices, inaccessable to me because I 
wore no security badge. A woman behind an information 
counter let me use her telephone to call the public 
relations office. Tom Bauman told me over the phone he 
would meet me in the lobby. 

While waiting I told the woman at the information desk 
I was visiting R_ichland to see the FFfF. "The FFfF went 
critical last night," the woman told me. "Did it?" I 

. asked. "It was nothing," she said. Tom Bauman arrived 
and ushered me to a seat in the lobby. 

The public relations officer said the FFfF had not gone 
critical the day before. Bauman again told me the FFfF 
would sustain a chain reaction "sometime in February." 
I did not know technicians were correcting the FFfF' s 

. neutron sensors as I sopke with Bauman. I ,asked why 
KNDU-TV had reported the reactor would go critical the 
night before. Bauman said he had not seen the news 
show. Was the report inaccurate? I asked. " KNDU knew 
what we were doing," Bauman said, and no more. 

I recalled a 1978 Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
report recommending dozens of design changes in the 
FFfF to ensure its safe operation. NRC officials 
expressed concern that the FFfF' s control rods might 
not work, that an adequate emergency power source did 
not exist and that a tornado could destroy the reactor 
coolant system, but concluded, "an adequate level of 
safety has been maintained." The DOE officials, who 
were not forced to comply with the recommendations, 
said the FFfF was safe enough and selectively ignored 
NRC advice. Bauman repeated the FFfF was safe 
enough-. 

I asked whether the FFfF had failed its first criticality 
test. " To my knowledge nothing unexpected happened," 
Bauman told me. 

fter speaking with Bauman I walked to the home 
of my host for evening, who I'll call •:Joe Smith." 
I was given Smith's address by a mutual friend in 

. Walla Walla, who said Smith would "put me up" 
for the night. When I arrived Smith asked me whether I 
was " pro-nuclear or anti-nuclear," a question I did not 
answer. Smith hushed, and I was about to go for a walk, 
when a 17-year old high school girl who had been 
listening to the conversation said, "The FFfF failed its 
first criticality test due to spurious signals from the 
out-of-core neutron sensors." "How's that?" I asked the 
girl, surprised. She explained her father worked at the 
FFfF and considered it a duty to tutor his daughter. 

"Who is your dad?" I asked. "May I meet him?" The 
girl pointed to Smith, whose lips were buttoned. 

"As I asked already," said Smith, "are you pro or 
anti-nuclear?" The people of Benton County ask that 
question with same gravity Munchkins of Oz asked 
Dorothy '"Are you a good witch or a bad witch?" I told 
my host I had come from somewhere over the nuclear 
rainbow, from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, where I had 
seen a preview of the future. Smith sympathized, then 
furnished a detailed account of the FFfF's doomed 
criticality test. My host was a physicist who had 
witnessed events in the FFfF's control room the day 
before. 

Smith drove me to the FFfF in the morning, under the 
condition I found another ride back. As I arrived a group 
of Westinghouse engineers was standing on a ridge 
.overlooking the reactor. One engineer wrung her hands 
while viewing the FFfF, chanting, "That's my baby, my 
baby!" 

Rising from the sagebru~h desert was the FFfF's 120 
feet tall reactor containment building, freshly painted 
white; I marveled how whitewash could make anything 
look so clean. Surrounding the .domed reactor building 
were clusters of "dump heat exchangers," the FFTF's 
equivalent to cooling towers. The FFfF generates no 
electricity as its designers thought that would interfere 
with neutron testing. A commercial breeder's sodium 
would heat steam to tum a turbine generator. But the 
FFfF's sodium is piped through heat exchangers, where 
reactor heat is dumped into desert air. 

Inside the FFfF' s visitor's center a Westinghouse 
engineer was explaining to a foreigner the dump heat 
exchangers .. are risky." Molten sodium would quickly 
ignite if exposed to air, the visitor was told, so the dump 
heat exchangers can quickly be removed from service, or 
"isolated," by control room operators. The engineer 
concluded, "It's a miracle we've come so far." 

Wishing not to linger so near the miracle I caught a 
ride back to Richland with a Westinghouse public 
relation's officer. 

I got to Richland and wanted to telephone the DOE's 
public relations officer, so I walked into a department 
store to change a dollar. I stood in line at a cash register. 
The cashier turned to a customer and said, ' 'I hear the 
FFfF is up , Charlie." A nosy woman behind me yelled, 
"I read in the Herald the FFfF is down, but will be up 

· tomorrow. " Charlie said, "I hear it was up for a while, 
came back down, then went back up." 

It was the uncelebrated jumping reactor of Benton 
County. Over the phone Tom Bauman finally told me the 
FFfF failed !ts first criticality test on February 6 . 
Bauman stressed the failure "wasn't unexpected." He 
said the FFfF's criticality was "imminent," perhaps 
tomorrow, February 9. mwalked back to Smith's house to pack. My host 

was home from work and greeted me at the door. 
Smith shadowed me as I packed, saying he 
wanted to make sure I understood "how proud the 

people of Benton County are of the FFfF." He said the 
FFfF was "the nuclear industry's Model A. " I said 
Henry Ford's contraption at least had started at its 
unveiling ceremony. 

When the FFfF finally goes critical, Smith said, "it 
will be like a curtain going up for the American nuclear 
.industry," adding I should stay to witness the control 
room operator move the control rods. I said I pay no 
attention to the man behind the curtain because he is 
usually no wizard but only a man whose knees shake. 

I wanted to go home. I made for the door but Smith 
buttonholed me. " America needs breeder reactors," he 
said. Citing the accident on Three Mile Island my host 
told me today' s commercial reactors must be replac-ed. 
"Those light water reactors are real clunkers," he said . 

Note: On February 9, 1980, the United States 
Department of Energy 's public relations office in 
Richland, Washington, issued a short press release. 
"Initial reactor criticality, a key step leading to start-up 
of the Fast Flux Test Facility, was achieved as planned 
on February 9, 1980, " the news release began. A 
photograph of reactor operator Bob DeSoto, of Richland, 
lifting a control rod lever, was made available · to the 
press. 



Calendar 
1-Tuesday 
Sy mphony The Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra at the Hershey Theatre •. 
8:15pm, 534-3405. 
Coffeehouse Folk guitarist Bob Ful
ton and a film on visual art at the 
Doshi, 8pm. 
Concert Piano concert by Dr. Ray-. 
mond Jackson as part of the Black 
Arts Festival at Dickinson College, 
8pm. 
Concert Flora Purin at the Bijou Cafe, 
Philadelphia, 215-732-3111. 
Performance Ethnic dance and music 
by Bill and Livia Vanover focusing on 
Greek and Turkish music. 7:30pm at 
Capitol Campus . 

2-Wednesday 
Poetry reading Michael Goldman, 
author of "The Actor' s Freedom" and 
prize winning drama critic , at Frank
lin and Marshall College, 8pm. 
Lecture Claude Brown, author of 
" Manchild in the Promised Land" at 
Dickinson College, 8pm. 
Meeting The Canoe Club of Greater 
Harrisburg, 7:30pm, 545-4580 or 566-
2629. 
Meeting The Urban Black Cultural 
Committee at the downtown YWCA, 
234-7931. 
Hockey Maine at Hershey, 7:30pm. 

3-Thursday 
Film "Annap_urna" at the Central 
Library, noon. 
Lecture Benjamin Hooks, director of 
the NAACP, at Dickinson College, 
8pm. 

4-Friday 
Canoe With the Canoe Club at Muddy 
Creek, 545-4580 or 566-2629. 
Film " Barry Lyndon" at HACC, 8pm. 
Quilt auction The annual Pennsyl
vania Relief Sale at the Farm Show, 
today and tomorrow. 

5-Saturday 

Henry Glassie III, chairman of the 
Department of Folklore at · Penn. 
12:15pm at Capitol Campus. 

8-Tuesday 
Coffeehouse Folk and jazz by Anne 
and Deenie, and Averill Shepps on 
" Enameling Techniques and Ex
amples" at the Doshi, 8pm. 
Lecture Sister Eileen Dolores of 
Immaculata College on "The Cult of 
Mary" at Franklin and Marshall 
College, 8pm. 
Meeting The Appalachian Trail {:lub 
at the West Shore Senior Citizens' 
Center, 1-249-4986. 

10-Thursday 
Film " America on the Moon" and 
"Universe" at the Central Library, 
noon. 
Reading Joyce Carol Oates reading " 
from her works at Franklin and 
Marshall College, 8pm followed by a 
reception. 
Meeting A planning meeting for the 
Canoe Club of Greater Harrisburg, 
#:30pm, 545-4580. 
Theatre Hutsah Puppet Theatre in 
"The Hob bitt," 8pm at Capitol Cam
pus. 

11-Friday· 
Film " Touring Great Cities: Madrid," 
"Really Rosie," and " Henry and 
Betty Boop," 7pm at Kline Village 
lib!'ary. 
Concert "Black on Broadway" at 
Franklin and Marshall College, 8pm. 

12-Saturday 
Concert Ella Fitzgerald and the York 
Symphony Pops Orchestra celebrate 
the opening of the Renovated Strand 
Capitol Performing Arts Center in 
York, 8:30pm, 1-846-1111. 
Canoe At Sherman's Creek with the 
Canoe Club , 545-4580. 
Archaeology See 4/ 5. 
Pony sale At the Farm Show complex, 
637-5777. 

Lecture Actor-director Ossie Dayis at 
Dickinson College, 3pm. 
Archaeologicalfilm series ~· origins of 13--Sunday 
Man and Civilization, " a · new film Figure skating The Hershey Figure 
each weekend through 6/ 1. Sat and Skating_ Club in " A Salute to the 
Sun at 2pm, HACC. Theater" at Hershey Par:;. A·ena, 
Run With the Roadrunners in River- 2pm. 
front Park at Forster St. , 1:30pm. Reception To open an exhibit featur
Hockey Syracuse at Hershey, 7:30pm. ing works by George Tschamber and 
Quilt auction At the farm · show George Malick at the Art Assoc., 
complex. _ 2-4pm. Show through 4125. 
Archery National Championship meet Folk dancing See 4/ 6. 
at the Farm Show complex through Archaeology See 4/ 5. 
4/ 6. Workshop In theatrical development 
Hike Appalachia Trail Maintenance at the Harrisburg Community The
trip. Meet Appalachian Trail Club, atre, 2-4pm. 
9pm at the state library. Run With the Roadrunners, .1 :30pm in 

Riverfront Park at Forster St. 
Concert The Baltimore · Mandolin 

6-Sunday 
Folkdance Join the Capitol Area Folk 
Dancers at the Lakeside Lutheran 
Church, 7:30pm, 774-2305 or 236-
7433. 
Archaeology See 4/ 5. 
Archery See 4/ 5. 

Orchestra at York College, 3:30pm.$ 
Hike Six moderate miles at · Cornwall 
with the Appalachian Trail Club. 
Meet 1pm at the State Library, 
1-249-4986 or 534-1525. 
Autocross BAP/ GEON Solo Series 
Challenge at the Farm Show complex. 
564-3222. 

15-Tuesday 
Meeting Board of Trustees of the 
Dauphin County Library System, noon 
at the Central Library. 
Coffeehouse Guitarist Debbie Gaber, 
and a film on visual art at the Doshi, 
8pm. 
Lecture Dr. Carl Brighton, head of 
orthopedic surgery at research at the 
University of Pennsylvania on " Elec
trical Stimulation of Bone Growth and 
Repair. " 8pm at Franklin and 
Marshall College, followed by a 
reception. 
Poetry reading Robert Bringhurst at 
Dickinson College, 8pm. 
Dance The Pittsburgh Black Theatre 
Dance Ensemble at Capitol Campus, 
8pm. 
Shrine circus Farm Show Complex. 
Exhibit The State Art Exhibit for the 
Mentally Retarded, through 4/ 19 at 
Strawberry Square, 787-5102. 

16-Wednesday 
Shrine circus At the Farm Show 
Complex. 
Concert Chick Corea at the Academy 
of Music, Philadelphia, 8pm, 215-732-
3111. 

17-Thursday 
Films "Touring Great Cities: Dub
lin ," noon at the Central Library. 
Concert Classical music by the Little 
Orchestra Society of Harrisburg at the 
Holiday Inn Town, 8:30pm 652-8259. 
Lecture "Energy Alternatives" at 
Franklin and Marshall College, 
7:30pm. 
Lecture Lee Goldman, editor of "Or~ 

ganic Gardening Magazine" on " The 
Organic Way to a Better Garden." 
Sponsored by the Audubon Society, 
8pm at Christ Presbyterian Church, 
Camp Hill. 432-2332 . 
Shrine circus Farm Show complex. 
Antiques Show and sale at the Farm 
Show complex. 545-8466. 
Concert The Roches at the Bijou Cafe, 
Philadelphia, through 4/ 19: 215-732-
3111. 
Big business day Protest big busi
ness's control over our lives! For more 
information call 234-4113. 

18-Friday 
Theatre The comedy thriller " Death
trap" at the Hershey Theatre, 8:15pm 
534-3405. 
Concert The Beach Boys at tire 
Spectrum, Philadelphia. 
Roller Skating Party YWCA at Hagy' s 
234-7931. 
Film " Desperate Characters" at 
HACC, 8pm. 1 

Shrine circus Farm Show Complex. 
Antiques Show at the Farm Show 
Complex. 

19-Saturday 
Theatre "Deathtrap" at the Hershey 
Theatre, 2 and 8:15pm, 534-3405. 
Concert Todd Rundgren at the Spec
trum, Philadelphia .. 
Canoe On the Lehigh River with the 
Canoe Club, 545-4580. 
Archaeology See.,415. 
Shrine circus Farm Show Complex. 
Antiques Show at the Farm Shoe 

7-Monday 
Lecture Dr. Nancy Signorielli of 
Penn's School of Cominllnications on 
"Women and minorities in television 
drama" at Franklin and Marshali 
Colle~t:· _7:~0~11? - • • _ . _ _ • 
L>ectw-e ·."'American: ·Folic .Art'·' .by 

complex. 
14--Monday Hike Twelve difficult miles at Jeffs 
Poetry reading Poet Gavin Ewert at Swamp and Panther Head. Meet 
Dickinson College, 7:30pm. 7:30am at the State Library. 545-8321. 
Shrine Circus At the Farm Show Dance The Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre 
complex.. . • • _in "CopJ?elia' : at the Rajah Theatre in 

. RV.:'S~w :riu:oll'gh 412Q 1\t:Par.k.'City·. · Reading, 8pm, 215-374-3161. 

20-Sunday 
Demonstration Artist George Tsch
amber at the Art Assoc, 2-4pm. 
Canoe On Upper Swatara 
Creek with the Canoe Club, 545-4580 
or 566-2629. 
Folk dance See 4/ 6. 
Lecture Prof. Eric Gritsch of Gettys
burg Lutheran Seminary opens Holo
caust Mini-Week at Dickinson College 
11am. "Holocaust Destruction · to 
Redemption," a slide presentation at 
1:30pm. 
Archaeology See 4/ 5. 
Film " Dode Ka Den," a Japanese 
film , at York College, 4pm. 
Run with the Roadrunners at Capitol 
Campus, 1:30pm. 
Concert Renaissance music by the 
Folger consort, 3pm at HACC. 
Shrine circus Final day at the Farm 
Show complex. 
Hike Seven moderate miles at Moyers 
Mountain. Meet the Appalachian 
Trail Club, noon at the State Library, 
1-249-4986 or 534-1525. 
Wander The American Wanderer's 
Assoc 10-kilometer walk, jog or stroll . 
At Founder' s Hall in Hershey, 273-
0010. 

21-Monday 
Lecture Holocaust Mini-Week at Dick
inson College, 8pm. "Man's In
humanity to Man, " a slide present
ation, at 4pm. 
Concert The Dickinson College Orch
estra at 8pm. 
Raku pottery A w..orkshop at HACC 
through 4/ 25 with potte Hal Riegger. 

22-Tuesday 
Coffeehouse Country folk by Triangle 
and Jim Gallagher on " Ceramics" at 
the Doshi, 8pm. 
Lecture "Black Women and Religion" 
at Franklin and Marshall College. 

23-Wednesday 
Film "Jacob's Liar," part of Holo
caust Mini-Week at Dickinson Col
lege, 7ptn. 
Concert The annual York College 
spring concert, 8pm. 1-846-7788. 

24-Thursday 
. Film "The Last Viking" at the Central 

Library, noon. 
Lecture Writer - scholar 
philosopher Jay Saunders Redding on 
" On Black American Culture: A 
Dissent." 12:15pm at Capitol Cam
pus. 
Antique autos Spring meet at Hershey 
Stadium through 4/26. 534-3916. 

.Music Herbie Mann at the Bijou Cafe, 
Philad~lphia, through 4/26, 215-735-
4444. 

25-Friday 
Opening " The Diary of Anne Frank" 
at the Harisburg Community Theatre, 
through 5/ 4. 
Travelogue Touring Dublin at the 
Kline Village Library, 7pm. 
Film "Little Big Man" at HACC, 
-PM. 
Antique autos See 4/ 24. 

26-Saturday 
Concert Collegium Musicum at Dick
inson College, 7pm. 
Archaeology See 4/ 5. 

Four wheel drive Trucks and a tractor 
pull at the Farm Show. 
Antique autos See 4/24. 

27-S.unday 
Folk dance See 4/ 6. 
Archaeology See 4/ 5. 
Run With the Roadrunners in River
front Park at Forster St. , 1:30pm. 
Concert The York Symphony Orch
estra and Chorus, 1-854-0906. 
Four wheel drive See 4/26. 
Hike Six easy miles at Broad Moun
tain with the Appalachian Trail Club . 
Meet lpm at the State Library. · 
1-249-4986 or 534-1525. 

1 Van show Customized van show at 
York College, noon-5pm, 1-561-2282. 

29-Tuesday 
Coffee house Country and bluegrass 
by Highstrung and a film "Nevelson 
in Progress ' at the Doshi, 8pm. 
Concert The Harrisburg Symphony, 
at the Forum, 8:15pm, 233-3832. 

30-Wednesday 
Concert The Harrisburg Youth Sym
phony at the Hershey Community 
Theatre, 8pm. 

Theater 
Hershey Theater Deathtrap 4118-19 
Harrisburg Community Theatre The 
Diary of Anne Frank 4125-514. 

York Little Theatre Applause till 4/ 1. 
Dickenson CoUege Mermaid Players 
Once in a Lifetime 4/24,25 ,26,28. 
Fulton Opera House, Lancaster of 
The Diary of Anne Frank 4/ 10-19 
The Clown Meeting 4/26/ 26-27 
HACC Workshop Production 4/24-27 
Little T~eater of Mechanicbura 
A Thousand Clowns 4/ 18-5/ 3 

Frankljn and Marshall CoUege The 
Crucible 4 1 24-5 1 3 
York College The Good Doctor 
4117-20 

, 



Gallery 

Howard McKamey is a former Harriburg staff artist, 
and has studied art at HACC. Included here is the -

iiJustration for the now-famous August '78 "Meltdown" 
issue, and some other pen-and-ink work. 



Bootstraps-
Health 

and Safety 
The YMCA will be starting 

swimming classes for all ages a~d 
abilities from tots to adults start
ing April 8th. They have continual 
recreational swimming six d;1ys a 
week. There will also be aerobics, 
slimnastics, and gymnastics 
classes offered at a number of 
times and locations. There will 
also be tennis lessons and special 
events. (see calendar.) Call Mary 
Bezsylko at 234-7931, or Penny 
Hord for more information. 

The American Red Cross will 
be sponsoring an advanced class 
starting Sunday, April 13th. The 
course ~ill be held every Sunday, 
1:00-6:00 at Rivet Rescue head
quarters, Cameron and Sycamore 
Streets, Harrisburg. The course is 
open to the public , as well as fire 
and ambulance personnel. Pre-re
istration is necessary due to the 
size of the class. For further 
information, call Pete Lanzino at 
236-5940. 

The Harrisburg A.M. La l.eche-
League will have a meefing, "The 
Family in Relation to the Breast
fed Baby" Thursday, April 3 at 
10: am in the Lower Paxton 
Township recreation hall on South 
Houcks Rd. For further informa
tion call 652-8446 or 561-1837. 

The South Central • Penn· 
sylvania Chapter of the American 
Heart Association is sponsoring a 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
(CPR) Instructor Course for Basic 
Life SupQOrt April 26-27 at Holy 
Spirit Hospital Auditorium, Camp 
Hill. The course is for those with 
current Basic Life Support certif
ication or current instructors re
quiring recert~fication. For fur
ther information contact the 
Heart Association, 3805 Paxton 
Streeet, Harrisburg, phone 
s564-7748 

TheHarrisburg Central YMCA 
will hold a wrestling clinic on 
April 7th, 9:00 am to 3:00pm for 
boys 6 to 10. For further 
information contact Pat at 
234-6221. 

Prepared childbirth classes will 
be held at Harrisburg Hospital on
Saturday momimg beginning 
April 5th, 9:30 to 11:30 sam in 
Harrisburg Hospital's Brady 
Hall. Free parking is available. 
For further information and to 
register, call 782-5702 or 3508. 

Community 
participation 

The Harrisburg Fair Housing 
Councll will meet Thursday, April 
3rd, at #:30pm at the Friends 
Me~ting House, Sixth and Herr 
streets, Harrisburg, Their help
line number is 233-3072. 

The Community Development 
Forum will have a meeting open 
to the public Thursday, April 
10th, in City Council Chambers, 
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423 Walnut Street, Harrisburg. 
Dauphin County Citizens' All· 

lance will meet Tuesday, April 
15th, at the Chamber Hill United 
Methodist Church, 6300 Chamber 
Hill Road, Harrisburg. Their bot
line number is 657-0600. 

The Uptown Fifth Street L~A.C. 
(Local Action Councll) will meet 
Monday, April 21st, at 2138 North 
Fifth Street, Harrisburg. Phone 
234-2653 or 54. 
. The Governor's Square A880C
Iatlon will meet Friday, April 
18th, at the Covenant Presbyt
ian Church, Fifth and Peffer 
street, Harrisburg. Phone 232-
1522 or 236-3248 for time of 
meeting. 

The Human Relations Councll 
of Greater Harrisburg will meet 
Tuesday, April 1st, at 7:30pm at 
the Friends Meeting House, Sixth
and Herr streets, Harrisburg. 

Midtown Square Action Coon
ell will meet Monday, April 14th, 
at First United Methodist Church, 
Boas and Susquehanna streets, 
Harrisburg. 

Three Mile Island Alert phone 
numbers: 233-3072 or 7897. 

March 28th Coalition phone 
number: 233-NUKE, office 1036 
Maclay Street, PSSU Building, 
Harrisburg. 

Events, -
Announcements, 
and Education 
Senator: . George Gekas has 

announced that the State Depart
ment of Revenue is now accepting 
claims from persons who quailfy 
for the property tax and rent 
rebate program for 1979. 

Eligible persons are reim
bursed for all or part of their _ 

property tax and rent payments-
up to a maximum of $400 a yeat. 
The amount depends on the 
income level. 

Three types of property owners 
or renters are eligible. (1) Persons 
who are 65 years of are or older 
and whose income is under $9,000 
for the· year they are filing, (2) 
widowers over 50 years of age 
who make less than $9,000 a year, 
and (3) permanently disabled 
persons of any age, provided that 
they have incomes of less than 
$9,000 a year 

Applicants are eligible for what 
is called an ''Inflation Dividend' ', 
which can range from $15-$95 
based on the income reported on 
the rebate forms. 

June 30th is the filing deadline. 
Checks will not be mailed until 
after July 1st. The Revenue 
Department will accept claims 
until December 31st, provided 
ther are sufficient funds to cover 
the claims. 

Applicants must furnish re
ceipts for their property tax or 
rent paid during the year. Tho-se 
filing who desire help and forms 
should contact senator's district 
office at Suite 51, Union Deposit 

Mall-;-Harrisburg, 17111. 
The Dauphin County Area 

Agency on Aging needs volun
teers for their "Friends Who 
Care" program lo visit and tald 
with Senior Citizens and help 
them attain goals such as regular 
church attendance, sight seeing, 
transportation to meetings, etc. 

For complete information con
tact Barbara Miller at 717-
255-2730 from 9:00-• 4:30pm 
daily; 

The National Coalition Against · 
Censorship is sponsoring a con
ference on " The Impact of 
Nuclear em;rgy on Freedom of 
Expression" April 10, 8:45 am to 
4:00pm at the Interchurch, 475 
Riversiqe Drive, NYC, (main 
floor). Registration fee is $35 
(includes lunch). To register tele
phone (212-686- 7098. 

The Friends of Harrisburg 
Symphony will conduct a benefit 
for the Harrisburg Symphony 
Wednesday, April 9, 1980 at the 
Sheraton Inn in New 
Cumberland. The event is a 
one-day cooking school--in two 
sessions-- conducted by Julie 
Dannenbaum, a noted authority 
on gourmet cooking. The morning 
session is 9:45 to 12:00 and the 
afternoon class is 1:45 to 4:00. 
Drawings will be held after 
session for the food prepared by 
Mrs. Dannenbaum. There will be 
a poolside luncheon, for. which 
reservations are required, will be 
served Qetween the ~oming and 
aft.em~n classes. An a Ia _carte 
salad bar lucheon will also be 
available. ~usic and food-related 
gift items will be for sale. For 
information and reservations call 
737-6893 or 661-5929. 

The Children's Play Room, Inc. 
a resource center for parents and 
their young children at the Edison 
Building1 1825 Chestnut St., 
Harrisburg, will focus on "emo
tion" during the month of April. 
On April 8th Patricia Lebo from 
Tri-Ad will address the problem 
of drug and alcohol abuse and 
how the entire family is affected 
by the dependence of one of its 
members. A visit from a clown is 
also planned. For more informa
tion call 233-4193. 

There will be a Harrisburg 
Neighborhood T -shirt logo comp
etition to design a logo symbolic 
of Harrisburg neighborhoods. 
The themes are • 'The Best Shore; 
Harrisburg on the Move; 
Harrisburg Alive. " Winning en
try will be displayed and sold city 
wide. Any resident of the City of 
Harrisburg is eligible; one entry 
per person, please. Entries 
should be submitted on 81h x 11" 
plain white paper and limited to 
two colors. Name, address and 
phone number on the upper right 
hand corner of the reverse side of 
entry. Entry dates April 1 to 30. 
Winner will receive a $100 U. S. 
Savings Bond; two runners-up 
will receive $50 · U.S.Savings 
Bonds. If the entry can be 
delivered, take it to Central 

Mental Health Month 
Mental Health Month will be celebrated across the country in 

May. The Dauphin County Mental Health and Mental Retardation 
Program is preparing educational information to be used in the 
programs of all interested groups and organizations. 
. A Wellness Network h!ls been established to exchange 
Information and coordinate ideas and efforts toward better 
physcical and metal health within our community. 

The Wellness Network includes a Speaker's Bureau. This 
service is available to any organization wishing to hear more about 
the relation between mental health and general health. 

Information about the function of the Wellness Network, the 
community mental health system, coping with stressful situat,ions, 
the prevention of e.motional ills and the promotion of physical and 
mental health is available by calling Edna Silberman, Speaker's 
Bureau Chairperson, at 232-6675. 

Civic groups, church organizations, schools, service clubs and 
_employers are urged to bear in mind that good mental health is a 
key element in total well being. Therefore, it is hoped that 
everyone will plan to emphasize mental health education during 
Mental Health Month in May. 

County offers vegetable seeds 
Dauphin County Parks and Recreation has packets of garden 

vegetable seeds available to area residents. The cost will be 50 
cents per packet. Each packet contains 110. packs of seeds 
including green beans, golden bantam com, danver half long 
carrots, s~arlet globe radishes, zucchini squash, grand rapids 
lettuce, tnple-treat peas, long green cucumbers, Detroit red beets 
and purple top white ~lobe turnips. The department will again 
offer 30' by 30' plots of land for gardens at a fee of $6.00 per plot. 

Registration began March 21. Anyone interested in purchasing 
seeds 011 obtaining a garden plot should come to the Dauphin 
County Parks and Recreation office at 17 North Front Street 
Harrisburg. ~o,tt more information call 232-7533. Registrations wili 
not be .accepted by (phone~ • 

library, 104 Walnut St. j April 7th, at 8pm, second floor 
23't-4961 ,; H.U.B. Branch 2940 front of the Stone Market (the 
N .. 7th St., 232-7286; Kline Third Street end). 
Village Branch, Kline Village City Councll will meet April 
Shopping Plaza, 234-3934. H 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd .and 29th 
entries must be m~iled, mail to: (every Tuesday), Room 302, City 
S. U.R.E., c/o Mike Behney, 2107 Hall. The first and third Tuesdays 
N. 6th St. Hbg., Pa. 171110. are legislative and begin at 

7pm-citizens have the courtesy 
of the floor and may address 

:Local council at 7pm. 

Go Capital Area Transit (CAT) will 
vernment have a board meeting open to the 

public Wednesday, April 30th, at 
11am at the CAT building 901 

A!e rl Bro~ll Street Market !'North Cameron Street, H~rris
o ty wt meet Monday, burg. 

Harrisburg Area's Newest Volvo Dealer · 

EARL B. LEHMAN 
DERRY STREET PHONE 564-5410 

EXAMPLE 
~IW t 980 VOLVO "DL., four door family 
size sedan. blue finish. S 83 2 1 
See Stock #2. List Prlc•·~····· 



Films 
Being There 

Ben (Melvyn Douglas) , an im
portant political and business 
leader, takes a liking to him. 

During a visit to Ben, the 
President of the United States 
happens to ask Chance about his 
views. Knowing little of anything 

One is hard pressed to describe else but gardening, he responds 
the film, "Being There," in a with an apparent allegorical re
single word or phrase. It com- mark about plants and their roots. 
bines elements of comedy, The President uses his remarks in 
drama, satire and fantasy into a speech and instantly Chance is 
finely woven tapestry. Yet no a reknowned expert. With his 
element stands out. simple, direct statements which 

The fact that "Being There" everyone interprets for more_than 
lacks immediate defination , they are worth Chance eventually 
speaks well of the filmmakers. In seems headed for the Presidency 
an age of hyperness, the media himself. 
has learned to grab our attention The film works as a modern 
quickly with unmistakable parable. Throughout the film 
images. It takes considerable Chance remains a constant, un
courage on the part of directors touched and unmoved by the 
such as Hal Ashby in this film and · world around him. The moral of 
Robert Benton in "Kramer vs. the story relates to otir wor~d, not 
Kramer" to trust themselves to Chance' s. 
the point ~here they avoid over- The lessons that are shown to 
worked scenes in favor of letting us are quite pointed, although 
the film stand as a whole. slipped into our view with under-

What makes "Being There" a stated ease, Chance is the ultim
special kind of fihn ·is the wonder- ate television viewer. He's con
fully drawn character of Chance, tent to watch whatever is on, and 
played to the hilt by Peter Sellers. do it often enough that his 
Chance is the opposite of · language and actions mirror what 
Voltaire's Candide. Instead of he sees. His favorite object like a 
finding this ' 'best of all possible security blanket or teddy bear is 
worlds" a place of disillusion- the television remote control de
ment and debauchery, Chance is vice. Truly our society has come 
guided by one of the spinstery to rely on television. 
Fates on a free ride through life, Along those same lines, the 
Chance has tended garden for a filmmakers' Jersey Kosinski 
wealthy old man in Washington screenplay makes deft comments 
D.C. Never once has he left the about our pulsating world. At one 
house, driven a car, read a single point, Eve says to Chance that so 
work or established more than a much material has to be assimi
rudimentary relationship with lated, everything is becoming 
another person. Beside his gar- muddled. So when a simple 
dening. Chance spends his time person enters the arena, people 
mesmerized in front of a plethora sense that he is a breath of fresh 
of television sets, ·switching air. The only character to suspect 
channels randomly, pleased with this of Chance is the even-keeled 
"Sesame Street," "Let's Make a doctor. Yet when confronted with 
Deal," or "Celebrity Bowling." tile truth, the doctor gives in to 

his heart, content to let Chance 
please those around him, without 
revealing his true identify. 

times even a few moments after a 
scene is over. 

Sellers performance merits him 
selection as a nominee for the 

. best actor. His career has tended 
to flow up and down, with his 
films ranging from the frantic to 
the cheap .and tawdry. Yet when 
called upon, he rises above his 
past. His total immersion into the 
character causes us to forget that 
it is Sellers on the screen. 

It is simply wonderful. And 
during his scene of silent mourn
ing at the death of Ben, Sellers is 
magic on the screen. 

If I have a complaint, it is with 
the ending. We are expected to 
discount reality often through the 
film. But the final scene, with 
Chance being considered for the 
presidency on the basis of one 
conversation is too big of a pill to 
swallow. Worst to come though is 
after the film is officially over. 
During the credits the filmmakers 
blow the spirit of the film, 
showing Sellers in several out
takes. It is a crass and tacky way 
to ruin the film's mood. ·So if you 
see the film, run, don't walk, out 
of the theatre when the credits 
start to role. Don't let them 
destroy the joyful feeling created 
by a magic movie. 

All That Jazz 
Contrary to the title and the 

advertisements, "All That Jazz" 
is not a musical. Rather, it is the 
story of a director/choreographer 
possessed with his art and his 
women. It's an autobiographical 
film by Bob Fosse, even to the 
point of having his ex-girl friends 
starring in the film. 

Joe Gideon (Roy Scheider as 
Fosse) is in the midst o~ several 
crises. He can't complete the final 
edit for his new film, "The Stand 
Up" (Fosse's "Lenny")-it's just 

:not good enough. He seems short 
' of ideas for a new Broadway 

The death of his elperly bene
factor leaves · Chance homeless. 
For the first time, Chance exit! 
from the womb, set adrift in a 
world light years ahead of him. 
As Chance would have it, the car 

· of a wealthy woman bumps into 
him. The woman, Eve (Shirley 
Maclaine), takes him to her home 
to recuperate. There her husband 

There can't be enough said of . 
the careful, deliberate direction of 
film by Hal Ashby. It is a marvel 
of· understatement. No cheap 
jokes, cute bits or guffaws. The 
story flows so naturally that one 
finds himselflaughing at the total 
effect of the scene, some-

musical he's directing. Gideon's 
roamings have destroyed the 
first marriage and threaten his 
relationship with the current in
terest. .And throughout, he is 
haunted by the vision of death 
tJessica Lange in white), as he 
pushes himself physically and 
mentally past the breaking point. 

Eventually Joe suffers a heart 

uncashed, unprocessed checks 
sitting at PennDOT -and depriv
ing the state of millions in 
interest-may be unimpressed by 
plans to cut back more in that 
department.) Baxter claimed that 
PennDOT had been reduced by 
700 people, and had put out more . 
tar this year than ever before. He . 
said it was a real success. 

McEntee went on to say that 
Labor and Industry is understaf
fed because of this ftve-year'
cutback, and that "there's no 
way'' that state services could be 
maintained with any further re
ductions. Baxter' s contention is 
that services would be redirected 
to areas which need more staf
fing , such as welfare caseworkers 
in Philadelphia and Allegheny 
counties, and that some services 
are nonessential. 

McEntee said that in Governor 
Thornburgh's '80-'81 budget, the 
Department of' Environmental 
Resources is slated for layoffs, 
especially in the Bureau of Oc
cupational Health and Radiation 
Safety, Division of Occupational 
Safety. DOS is responsible mainly 
for inspection of state employee 
work sites and schools, the last 
especially for asbestos in the 
ceilings of the buildings, accord
ing to Howard Scott of the DER. 
Scott said that this program was 
" taking a beating" in the budget, 
and is now down to a tenth of its 
original size. 

On the subject of veteran 's 
preference, Baxter said that_ he 
did not know " any personiiel 
director, anywhere" who thought 
that it was iihelp. He said that he 
was· not for elimination of the 
system, but that the question was 

"how much preference, for how 
long." He said that Pennsylvania 
has the most · absolute system of 
veterans' preference in the coun
try, and that veterans' interests 
were represented on the commit
tee studying the problem. Baxter 
is not a veteran. 

Baxter is also head of the 
state's affirmative action pro
grams. When asked if the state's 
personnel policies would have any 
adverse effect on affirmative ac
tion programs, he replied, "I 
think it will make it better." He 
did not say how, and we lack the 
vision to see how. 

Baxter said that the state 
receives about 200 applications a 
day for non-civil-service (patron
age) jobs at the present, and that 
the state computerized the job list 
to give the county maintenance 
managers a free hand in hiring, 

attack. The vision of death be
comes his central focus as he tries 
to come to grips with his feelings· 
toward it. Despite the sometimes 
brilliant trimmings, the film 
hinges upon this final realization. 

Throughout, Fosse draws heav
ily on "81f2 ," Federico Fellini's 
autobiographical film. Each has a 
love for the spectacle, the theatre 
of life. Each has a central figure, 
a director, who is searching for 
something, something to make 
his life worth while. Each central 
character draws heavily on his 
past and fantasizes about his 
situation. Yet Fellini's ending 
suggests his character may deal 
with his past, a cathartic moment 
as he looks toward the future. 

In "All That Jazz" these is no 
story, no conflict between indiv
iduals; the portrayal of Joe Gid
eon is the name of the show. So 
when Joe dies, he leaves the 
world without ever having come 
to grips with anything. What 
good is his new, l supposedly 
revealing, relationship with 
death, if he has no future to which 

. to apply it? 
There is no mistaking that Bob 

Fosse is the best, m~st exciting 
director of film musicals, al
though he has only made ''Cab
eret" and "Sweet Charity" prior 
to "All That Jazz." His instincts 
with the camera and the, dance 
are always in harmony. In fact the 
best scene in the film-the open
ing and a dazzling "airplane" 
number-are those in which he 

struts his stuff. 
He is amply aided by Roy 

Scheider's exacting portrait of 
Joe Gideon. Still trying to over
come his cops and robbers image, 
Scheider convincingly shows that 
his range is ample. His wry sense 
of the character enables us to 
somehow like this necrophiliac, 
and feel for him during his 
anguish. Leland Palmer and Ann 
Reinking are both solid in sup
port, virtually playing themselves 
on screen. 

One hopes Bob Fosse with ''All 
That Jazz," like Woody Allen 
with "Interiors," has purged his 
system of some of the anxieties 
and fears that haunt him. That is 
not to say that this is a poor affair. 
It can't be with the energy and 

which he said simply had not 
happened before. "Before, pe
ople would just walk up to the 
county maintenence shed and tell 
the manager they worked there. " 
Baxter says that now these jobs 
are filled from a pool supplied to 
the county manager by the state, 
which will give a better qualified 
candidate. 

Lastly, Harrisburg asked Bax
ter whether the recent publicize<! 
firing of Charles Beard-late of 
the Harrisburg International Air
port, was part of the "reorgan
ization" plans. "What I know 
about it, I read in the papers." 

So there is it. At no time did 
Baxter say exactly how many 
employees will be furloughed , 
how many are planned to be 
phased out by attrition, or even 
how many total employees are 
scheduled to be reduced. Brian 
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vitality that Fosse can bring to the 
screen. It is unfortunate . that: 
those sometimes brilliant scenes 
don't add up to a whole film. 
Unlike "being There," the parts 
are often better than the sum. 

By R.C. Staab 

Baxter is not a bad person; he has 
empathy for those whom he 
oversee!;.< However, his main 
allegiance is to the employers, 
who gave him an $11 ,000 a year 
increase over is last job. Of his 
last job, he is reported as saying, 
that it was "high tiine I stopped 
subsidizing urban problems out of 
the pockets of my family." It 
remains to be seen how urban 
problems will fare under· the 
austerity program of the Thorn
burgh administration, and how 
much control be exerted over the 
state's 100,000 plus employees. 
To quofe Brian Baxter, " The 
challenge is to do the job as 
carefully and as sensitively as 
possible." 
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At last, a good book on Three ~le Island 

Three Mile Island: Turning Point 
by Bi~ KeisUng; Veritas Books, 
Seattle, Washington; 176pp.; 
$6.50. 

There's been a lot of print on 
the subject of Three Mile Island 
in the past year, not the least of it 
in the pages of this magazine. 
There have been (or will be) at the 
time of this printing, several 
major television shows dedicated 
to the issues ~aised by the worst 
nuclear accident in U.S. history, 
and of course radio, leaflets, 
flyers and books. 

However, nowhere has there 
been a comprehensive account of 
what went wrong, and what led 
up to its _going wrong. There has 
been a succession of individual 
accounts of parts of the incident, 
reports that focused on one 
particular issue raised, and some 
scattered background reporting, 
some of it done well, some just 
bad journalism. There has been a 
distinct lack of non-technical (in 
the sense of being understand
able to laymen) explanations of 
overwhelming scientific and cor
porate complexities of the 
incident. 

-Bill Keisling's Three Mile 
Island: Turning Point is the book 
that ties all the loose ends · 
together. In addition to explain
ing what happened and why in 
clear, lucid English, the book also 
contains much valuable reporting
on aspects of the accident that 
were not (or only inadequately) 
noted at th.e time. Keisling, a 
Harrisburg editor, has pulled off 
a real tour de force. 

Turning Point, like Caeser's 
Gaul, is as a whole divided · into 
three parts, with an epilogue and 
an imposing array of notes,. 
appendices and sources. The 
appendices alone contain the 
edited interviews of the control 
room operators on what they did 
at the time of the accident and are 

worthwhile in showing -just how 
these critically important people 
behaved at a time of great 

. pressure. 

The first part of the book, 
subtitled, "A sound in the 
night,'' describes what happened 
locally during the accident, and 
the time immediately following. 
The chapter on how the story 
broke (Chapter 6) is a gem. 
Nowhere else has this small, but 
important, event been detailed. 

The second part, ''Atomic 
energy come to Middletown, 
Pennsylvania'' is exactly what it 
says. Keisling explains the his
tory of nuclear power develop
ment, its origins in the ''Atoms 
for Peace" hoopla of the fifties . 
It's easy to see how atomic power 
would have looked good to the 
people of Middletown. In the 50s 
and early 60s, Middletown 
suffered through the ''fallout'' of 
the Crawford coal-burning plant. 
Housewives in Eagle Heights
and also throughout the rest of 
the town-regularly had their 
laundry devastated by coal dust, 
and a pall could easily be seen 
from the summit of near-by 
Round Top. The river suffered 
from severe coal pollution; the 
"river rats" in Middletown and 
Royalton, _who form what is 
practically a local subculture, can 
only have been cheered by the 
promises of clean energy and 
high-paying jobs. Coal dredges · 
were seen on the river at least 
,until the late fifties; nuclear 
power has no such visible 
eyesores. 

Part three, ''A disaster waiting 
to happen" is a technical history 
of the accident, explaining the 
history of steam power, its 
relation to the history of imclear 
power and the technical "bows" 
and "whys" of the accident. It 
show the history of the technical 
foulups leading to the accident 
and why safety research was not 
as strongly pursued as it should 
heve been. There were tw_o events 
presaging the accident on TMI 
.that should have served a notice 
that problems of the sort which 
blew up on March 28 were in the 
offing. 

Attitudinal problems on the 
part of the nuclear industry were 
a ' large part of the problem. 
Keisling nails them ·to a wall, and 
he is surprisingly objective about 
the industry, carefully refraining 

Lambda 
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from partisanship. We find that 
operators were "never taught to 
respond to an accident caused by 
multiple problems." "So_me Unit 
Two operators were trained for as · 
little as two weeks. None did 
homework, because labor stip
ulations required that they would 
have to be paid for all training 
time, and Met-Ed didn't want to 
pay control room operators to 
study at home." Sorta makes you 
feel safe doesn't it? The kicker is 
that Met-Ed's operators scored as 
well as or better than the national 
average. One has to 1 wonder 
about the other plants around the 
nation. 

Keisling · has delineated the 
whole story of how the nu'clear 
industry achieved its pre-TMI 
safety . reputation. The book 
shows how the industry's alleged 
spotless reputation was a product 
of fudged tests, manipulated 
data, suppressed facts and just 
plain PR hype rather than any 
record of safe operation. Then, as 
Keisling puts it, "The bubble 
burst in November of 1955." The 
EBR-1 reactor, the first reactor to 
generate electricity (and in
cidentally, ~breeder reactor-see 
Keisling's story on breeders else
where in this issue) had its core 
melt and came within an ace of an 
explosion. After this Insur
ance companies became notice-

ably more nervous about nuclear, -
giving rise to nuclear exclusion 
clauses in homeowners' policies 
and the .infamous Price-Anderson 
Act. 

Also included in the sorry 
history of nuclear "safety" is the 
much mentioned incident at the 
SL-1 reactor near Idaho Falls in 
1961. This incident, where ~hree 
technicians died in a particularly 
gruesome way, not mentioned by 
-~ontroversial press accounts. The 
incident is not to be glossed over 
so quickly when one is informed 
that "Finally. the men were 
buried, but their heads and hands 
had to be ·removed and buried 
with other nuclear wastes." This 
was after scientists worked for 20 
days to decontaminate the tis
sues. There are many more 
foulups, coverups, and withheld 
reports in the history of nuclear 
power, and they're all here and 
well-documented. There's the 
case of the BORAX-1 reactor, 
which was a test unit only 1/SOOth 
the size of post-1964 commercial 
reactors. BORAX-1 was being 
used to test the effects of power 
fluctuations in reactors, and a 
1954 test designed to melt the 
core created a "somewhat unex
pected" explosion which 
destroyed the reactor and tossed 
a one-ton piece of equipment 30 
feet into the air. The Patriot's 

background stories missed that 
one, too. 

Stylistically, although the book 
contains many · technical refer
ences (all explained), the jour
nalism is quite old-fashioned. In 
fact, the quote from Mark. 
Twain'sLife on the Mississippi at 
t!Ie start of Part Three seems 
quite appropriate in its surround
ings. There is the same attention 
to detail-especially numerical 
details and a fascination with the 
engineering and construction 
data-that shows up in Twain's 
journalistic work. There is also a 
large river and a large disaster, 
although steamboat boil~r explo
sions were more Twain's line. 
Keisling does not disgrace his 
predecessor. 

This is unquestionably the best 
book on Three Mile Island that 
has yet appeared. There is more 
original reporting in it than the 
whole team of 29 Philadelphia 
Inquirer writers produced in their 
stay here, although the hours put 
in probably were about the same. 
Three Mile Island: Turning Point 
tells it like it is (to ·coin a 
phrase)-and how it was. Every

. body can profit by reading it, and 
damn near everybody ought to·. 
Do it now. 

By Cari.Judy 

is ''Gettin' it Tggetherwith 
Tfi1rd Stream 

Gettin' it Together, the smash new Third Stream lp, is now 
available through Harrisburg in 

• Having a hard time meeting people? 
a special fund raising offer. 

There are 100 autographed copies of a limited edition series 
available at $10 per copy, postage and handling included. 
Through the generosity of Third Stream, proceeds of this sale 
will benifit Harrisburg. Support your local alternative press with 

Lambda Encounters, a gay and bi dating service, may be of 
assistance to you. 

For 
Application 

and brochure 
just 

clip 
and 

·mail 
today! 

LAMBDA ENCOUNTERS 
P.O. BOX 6035 • HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 17112 

Name __________________________________ ___ 

Address __________________________________ _ 

Gender: 0 Male 0 Female 

this offering by Central Pennsylvania's finest Jazz Quartet 

send your check or money order to Ha"isburg, Box ,99, 
315 Peffer St., Harrisburg, Pa.l7102 

" .. .. - L ----
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'We started talking to each other about, 
"Something's wrong. Where are we?" 

It was all goofed up. ' 
-Ed Frederick, control room operator, Unit Two 

Three Mile Island: Turning Point 

'Everything was happening so wierd ... 
The way I look at it I don't feel I would have done 

differently under the circumstances we had.' 
-Fred Scheimann, shift foreman, Unit Two 

Three Mile Island: Turning Point 

'Ed and I, Fred and Bill were still trying to control 
the plant and, by thi3 time, people were coming and 

we were trying to look back, and you couldn't see 
through the control room anymore.' 

-Craig Faust, control room operator, Unit Two 
Three Mile Island: Turning Point 

Isn't it about time you f9und out what · happened? 

Three Mile Island: Turning Point 
To order send $6.50 to Harrisburg Magazine, 315 Peffer Street, 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 17102. 

All books ordered through Harrisburg Magazine will benefit 
the Harrisburg Independent Press typesetting fund. 

Published by Veritas Books of Seattle, Washington. 

A Sunday in Spring ... A benefit party 

SUNDAY APRIL 20, 1980 
4 PM TO MJDNIGHT 

Civic Association Building 612 N. Front St. 

Entertainment By: 

TBIRD STREAM 
TBE BLAIIB 

232-6794, 564-9369 

Tickets $8.SQ 

Refreshments 
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Sportz 
Each of us has been driving 

along and encountered one or 
more persons wearing seedy at
tire, baggy shorts and I or swea1 
pants, and pained expressions as 
they laboriously RUN down the 
road. I often feel disdain. I am 
sensibly availing myself of min
imal modem technology for get
ting from point A to Point B, 
while these fools do it the hard 
way. They're getting tired and 
sore and bored and risking get
ting hit. They' re taking large 
chunks of time from· their vouneer 
days with the goal of lengthening 
their old age. Who needs it? 
Human beings weren't meant to 
run long distances. When tl}e 
dinosaur chased the caveman it 
either caught him and ate him in 
the first couple hundred yards or 
it gave up; it never chased him 
five miles. Being possessed of 
above-average introspection, I 
begin to suspect myself of reac
tion formation. Maybe running is 
attactive. 

Running fits very well as part of 
the"Me Decade" of the Sevent 
ies it' s personal-"one runs for 
oneself, not to solve the world's 
problems in any way. It may fit 
will in the Eighties too, as what 
was once quaintly called "shoe 
leather express" gets more freely 
substituted for the internal com
bustion engine. But best of all it 
contains an element of that most 
glorious and glamorized of de
cades, the Sixties: I understand 
you can get high doing it. 

When asked about this , local 
runner Tom Lyons quickened his 
rate of speech and seemed mildly 
self-hypnotic. I felt vicarious 
pleasure. He said, "It is defin
itely there. I have most assuredly 
experienced it. It gives me good 
feelings about myself, and makes 
me feel in harmony with things 
around me. There's a relief of 
,anxiety. After 45 minutes or 5 
miles of running, there's a feeling 
of effortlessness, and daily prob
lems disappear. It's riot like 
booze, because you don't lose 
your senseof reality and feel, 'Hey 
I can fly', or do the impossible. I 

Get 
disabled 

people 
down to 

business . • • 

GIVETO ~ 
Easter · _j_ '¥ f · 
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Hey Kid, Ya Want Something Good 
get excited thinking about run 
ning. When the weather is too 
bad for running I feel down. My 
wife thinks I'm excessive, but I 
don't think I'm an addict." 

Addiction! Will we soon see 
Dear Abby advising people to join 
RA (Runner Anonvmous)? Are we 
running amok? Aground? Ram
pant? Overtime? Into trouble? 
Scared? Out of options? 

when running I feel watching TV 
would take more effort than what 
I'm doing. I feel I'm part of the 
world, part of everything." 
J.\,1onegan attributes runner's high 
to th~ body's production of ad~ 
renalin and a type of morphine 
relative that stops pain and sort of 
gives the runner a buzz. For St. 

Patrick's Day, leaving nothing to 
chance, Monegan runs, dressed 
in green, from pub to pub. 

(:amp Hill resident AI 
Sommerville frequently runs at 
night. He modestly says that very 
little happens when he's running, 
that he reports only about six 
sightings per year of burglars, 

peeping Toms. and suspicious 
characters. This is one reason the 
suburbs are so safe. 

Literature on running (of which 
there's a lot) features claims that 
running can improve one's sex 
life. Instead of walking a mile for 
a Camel, you run a mile for a 
hump. I have no confirmation at 
this time. 

Dry Clet(l&i.ng By Jim Buzby 

• Same day service 
•Gowns, silks, fancies 
•taunderer•s 

Unlike s·ome kinds of highs, in 
which knowing you're high may 
be the only thing you know, the 
runner' s high is one some people 
say they may or may not have 
experienced. Ms. Margie Stewart 
is in this group. " I only run seven 
miles. I'm tired for a while, and 
then the tiredness goes away, and 
I can hardly feel my legs--I run 
with no effort. But I don't know.-
it may just be a second wind.' ' 
Others say they " feel close to 
nature and natural surroundings" 
and "don't think about anything 
special or pay much attention to 
anything but feeling good." 

4 LOCATIONS TO 

J im Monegan is a local runner 
who has competed in, and finish
ed, at least one major marathon. 
''I believe few people achieve 
runner's high, but sometimes 

< 

COLONIAL PARK 
3980 JONESTOWN RD. 

PAXTANG 
3-407 DERRY ST. 

545-1151 

564-3636 

BEAUFORT PLAZA 
2·035 ·LINGLESTOWN RD. 

652-7809 

HfRSHEY 
337-A.W. CHOCOLATE AVE. 

533--.6830 

featuring: 
Tents 
Packs 
Sleeping Bags 
Freeze-Dried Food 
Hiking Boots 
Hiking Shorts 
and now: Levi's 2nd's 

Your Exclusive North Face Dealer 
Exl• 19 of 1-83 in the Cedar Cliff Mall 
Open 10-9 Monday thru Friday, 10-6 Saturday 

EXCLUSIVE NOR1H FACE 
SHINGLE CONSTRUCI10N 
IN POLARGUARD~ 
BAGS 

BACKPACKER MAGAZINE CALLS 
NORlli FACE SHINGLE CONSTRUCTION "THE MOST 

EFFIOENT SYSTEM WE'VE SEEN." (BP 6) 

A Trldlftan In 



a a • • I .I I ' J I 1 A ,f 1 I f I I • I f • • A • • • f Jo I a • • a • • ~ • • • • • • '"" ' • ' ~ • • • ~ • • _. • • • • • • • 

A consumer's guide to choosing a therapist 

Bv o-. Alan Blurrstein . -- -

As a professional psychologist, 
frequently meet people who 

have been searching-with vary
ing degrees of success-for a 
counselor or psychotherapist who 
can meet their needs for some 
form of counseling. Shopping for 
a professional counselor tends to 
be much more confusing and 
anxiety-provoking than shopping 

·for a new coat or a new refrigera-
tor. Many people end up either 
going to the first counselor they 
can find or delaying indefinitely 
the idea of going to anyone. 

I believe that consumers of 
professional counseling services 
have the right to exercise a choice 
among providers of these ser
vices. The Harrisburg community 
contains individuals and organ
izations offering services under a 
variety of labels such as "psycho
therapy," "professional counsel
ing .services," "mental health 
services," "psychological ser
vices," "psychiatric services," 
and so on. For most purposes, the 
distinctions among these terms 
are minimal. I believe that the 
more important issues are the 
competence of the particular 
counselor and the compatibility of 
the particular client/ counselor 
combination. Counselors and 
therapists very greatly in level of 
competence and in personal style, 
and professional credentials alone 
.are no guarantee of consumer 
satisfaction. 

In view of tb"ese uncertainties, I 
am offering the following guide
lines to help consumers in choos
ing a therapist. To avofd semantic 
confusion, I shall use the word 
"therapist" to refer to any pro
fessional c_ounselor or psychother
apist. 
Suggestion One: Shop around. 

Many persons put more effort 
into shopping for unblemished 
bananas than into shopping for a 
therapist. The process of shop
ping for a new therapist may 
seem somehow distasteful or 
embarrassing or frightening or 
overwhelming. Nevertheless, I 
believe that by shopping around 
one can increase one's chances of 
being satisified. 

There are various sources of 
initial leads in shopping for a 
therapist. They include recom
mendations from friends who 
ha"ve 'been in therapy; the Harris
burg Yellow Pages (try such 
categories as "Psychologists," 
' 'Psychologists-Group, Associ
ation and Corporate practice,'' 
''Counselors-Human Rela
tions," "Marriage and Family 
Counselors, " and so on); recom
mendations from clergy, from 
your physician, from other help
ing people you know; the Guide to 
Human Services, located in front 
of the Harrisburg White Pages; 
an information referral service 
such as Contact Harrisburg (652-
4400). 

Persons receiving Medical As
sistance have a choice among 

several certified clinics accepting 
M.A. as payment in _full for 

professional counseling. Within 
the City of Harrisburg, these 
clinics include: North Dauphin 
Mental Health/Mental Retard
ation Program, 1703 North Front 
St~eet, 232-8761; Mental Health/ 
Mental Retardation Program-

- Harrisburg Hospital Center, 782-
5218; the Counseling .Services 
Program of Hamilton Health Cen
ter, 1821 Fuiton Street, 232-9971 
extension 44. These clinics also, . 
of course, provide services to 
self-paying clients. Develop a list 
of several possible individual 
practitioners _and/ or organiza
tions that might suit your needs. 
Suggestion Two: Interview at 
least two counselors. 

Many people view an . initial 
session with a therapist as an 
opportunity for the therapist to 
interview the client. I believe, 
however, that an equally import
ant factor is the opportunity the 
initial session provides for the 
client to interview the therapist! 

Another stereotype some 
people hold is that once you come 
to one session with a therapist, 
you are stuck with that therapist. 
That attitude reminds me of a 
store with a big sign over the 
merchandise: "If you touch it, 
you bought it!" I personally 
prefer to· examine the merchan
dise before committing myself. 

Now it is necessary at some 
point to make a committment to 
some specific therapisf. I don't 

·believe in people bouncing 
around from therapist to therapist 
from week to week, . _ · avoid
ing a genuine relationship with 
any one therapist. But prior to 
making a ·commitment to a 
particular therapist and taking all 
the inherent emotional risks, a 
person should shop around. 

For persons shopping among 
private practitioners, the cost of 
interviewing more than one ther
apist is the initial session fee for 
each additional therapist. For 
persons going to clinics, the 
situation is a bit more complex, 
since many clinic will assign a 
therapist to the client rather than 

allowing the client to choose 
·among members of their staff. 
The simplest solution to this clinic 
problem is to go to more tpan one 
clinic; for example, if yoo go to 
three clinics and meet one thera
pist at each clinic, you then have 
some basis for comparison. 
Suggestion three: When inter
viewing a prospective therapist, 
feel free to ask questions. 

This seemingly obvious idea is 
often missed by clients ' who feel 
too frightened ot intimidated to 
ask questions during the initial 
interview. 

Ask whatever questions are 
important to you. Everyone has a 
different question. One prospec
tive client may want the therapist 
to clarify his/her policy regarding 
confidentiality of information 
communicated during sessions: 
Another client may have ques
tions regarding the therapist's 
professional credentials. Another 
may want to know whether the 
therapist works with client's 
dreams. 

My purpose in giving these 
examples is to emphasize that you 

should ask whatever questions 
are important to you. 
Suggestion four: Use your 
intuition. 

In our technologically-oriented 
society, most of us are accus
tomed to paying more attention to 
so-called "hard" facts than vague 
feelings. Unfortunately, one 
cannot adequately choose a ther
apist by means of hard data 
.alone. In many first interviews, 
the best clues a client may 
have-in assessing a prospective 
therapist's ability to relate to 
clients in a helpful manner- may 
be the client's intuitive feelings 
during and after the session. 

Some questions to ask yourself 
during and after the_ initial inter
view: 

Was I able to make myself 
understood to the therapist? Did 
she/he hear what I was trying to 
say? Or did she/he seem some
how to miss the point? 

Did the therapist convey to me 
a sense of hope, a feeling that I 
re~lly can .accomplish the goals I 
set in coming to a counselor? Did 
I get the feeling-on a gut level-

that this person can be helpful to 
me? 

Do I have the feeling that the 
therapist accepts and. respects me 
as a person? Is he/she open to 
hearing what I may say even 
when it may contradict his/her 
own values? Does the therapist 
seetn willing to help me to clarify 
and to actualize my own goals? 

In closing, I would like to 
emphasize my belief that a suc
c~ssful psychotherapeutic exper
ience depends in large on a 
blending of the therapist's inter
personal and professional skills. 
The ability to relate to clients in 
an honest, empathic and respect
ful manner is at least as important 
as the therapist's professional 
background. You, as the pro
spective client, may best assess 
this quality during your initial 
interview. 
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COAL & WOOD BURNING -BOILERS 
Authorized /)ealer 

Large selection of ........ 

•HOT WATER SYSTEMS 
or AIR 

•PARLOR STOVES 

•Cook Stoves 

•Boilers 

BURN ONLY 
3 TONS COAL PEA YEAR 

Franco Beige 

COAL ENERGY ~~~~~oM~~~~:~o 774-0359 

------ TRISSLER BEER DISTRIBUTOR 
30 years family service serving Highspire-Middletown 

Moosehead MeSorley Ale 

St. Pauli Girl .Becks 

Heineken 

Schlitz 

(All-natural beer)' 

and many more 

WE 

. DELIVER I 
OLD KEGS/ PARTY SU.PPLIE 

Your quick cold beer spot in Middletown 
OPEN Tue-Sat 8:30- 5:30 

lo.& Wilson St. 

944-7446 



r Classifieds 
FOR SALE PERSONAL 

.. . 
WANTED: Someone in the 

FOR SALE 21' by 28' log cabin on 
3:1 acres of wooded land adjacent 
to state game lands. 4 miles 
outside Port Allegany. Private 
road to cabin. Call 814-642-7981. 
McKean Count ' 

BANNED IN IRELAND: but 
available here: "Inside the Irish 
Republican Army." Send $1.50 
(includes postage) to RECON, 
P. 0. Box 14602, Philadelphia, Pa. 
19134. 

FOR SALE: Sound Sys,tem 2 
Peavey Bass Cabinets, 2 EV horn 
units, 250 watt amplifier, all 
excellent, $740. 1-367-7224 after 6 
p .m. 

VIETNAM - five years of 
liberation! Read · "Our Great 
Spring Victory " by PLA Chief of 
Staff, General Dung. Send $5.95 
(includes postage) to RECON, 
P. 0. Box 14602 Philadelphia, Pa. 
19134. 

INTERESTED in interior 
decorating of Homes & 
Apartments - Rearrangement & 
decorating of rooms. Call 232-
1350 or 234-0982. 

MALE WOMEN, A life style like 
no other. For more information 
write Hose & Heel Society, Box 
305, Dillsburg, Pa. 17019. 

INDMDUALLooking for liberal 
minded attorney interested in 
pursuing discrimination case. 
Write Occupant, Box 305, 
Dillsburg, Pa. 17019 

IS YOUR LOVED ONE IN 
PRISON? CampaignAgains't Cap
ital Punishment and Injustice 
[CACPI] is a national organization 
to assist inmates, their families/ 
friends and ex-offenders secure 
justice Write: Box 2863 Jackson
ville, Florida, 32_203 or call 904-
359-0565. 
COLLECTING on limited budget 

HELP wANTED Immediate and ' and wish to buy reasonably priced 
future positions available with and/ or ':"ill help you ~lea~ out 
unique, rapidly expanding multi- your attlc (or the followmg ltems: 
dis_ciplined ~energy management sofa, chmrs, tables, ~amps, and 
firrri. Working in many areas of clean . out ?'our att1c for the 
renewable energy ·resources. Im- fol~owmg zte~s: double bed 
mediately available is position of [ wzthout or_ Wlth box spring and 
administrative assistant to pres- matress], czrca, 1930-1950. Mout
ident-attomey of the firm. Pos- on or _other fur coat or jacket, 
ition would be preferably full- small size, 20-30 years old, photos 
time but flexible hours possible. done sepia [at · least 30-50 years 
Required skills included excellent old] of black people, events, 
typing and related clerical skills, churches etc. Call 236-8111 after 
ability to maintain numerous 7:00pm and ask for the lady of the 
legal, engineering, periodicals. house, who is not an antique 
Ability to relate well to all types of dealer. 
people from diplomats to carpen- DRAFT WOMEN? Before you 
ters. Some research, report and decide, read Women: the Recruit
letter writing, and bookkeeping ers' Last Resort. Send $1,00 
also required. Foreign languages, (includes postage) to RECON, PO 
experience with energy and pro- Box 14602, Philadelphia, PA, 
gram operations desireable. Firm 19134. 
is ·engaged in all aspects of PILOT working in Caribbean 
renewable seeks female to share luxurious energy resources 
training, and non-profit operating furnished apt. in wooded setting, 
energy programs. Unconven- minutes from Harrisburg. Fully 
tional working environment, op- furnished. Owner is ·in U.S.A. 
portunity for travel-tremendous only five months a year. Send 
growth potential for the right phone to Sam, P. 0. Box 4354 
person. Employment opportnities Harrisburg. 
also available for architectural, THREE MILE ISLAND Poems, 
engineering, research, program drawings and recorded dreams 
operation and any other energy [especially chil/ljn's] wantedfor 
related skills including financing. publication. Artwork and or quer
All salaries commensurate with ies accompanied with self-ad- · 
experience and abilities, with dressed, stamped envelope to 
profit sharing likely. Send resume Don 0 gden, P. 0. Box 299, Well
with cover letter to Box 1, fleet, MA 02667. 
Harrisburg Magazine, or call 
(717)566-2574. All replies treated SITU AT ION WANTED 

Woman interested in Nursing Aide 
work or private duty work in the 
home. Had 'twelve weeks of 
training as Nursing Aide. Mrs. 
Clara Johnson, 427 S. 17th St., 
232-1350, 234-0982. 

confidentially. 
HELP WANTED Person with. 
writing ability and some imagin
ation for person with ideas. 
Object quality books and stories. 
Marty, P. 0. Box 209, Newport, 
Pa., 17074. . 

uptown area who is dependable 
and no.t money-hungry to braid a 
small girl's hair about twice a 
week. I will babysit for you in 
exchange for this service, or pay a 
small, but reasonable fee - no 
professional rip-off artists, or 
beauticians need answer this ad. 

• Call 236-8111 after 7:00p.m. 

PERSONAL: Caucasian business
man seeks females, straight 
couples and/or bi couples. Reply 
Occ. P.O. .'Box 441, Mechanics
burg, Pa. 17055. 

WANTED: Open-minded male 
roommate wanted to share house. 
Furnished room with use of house. 
Plenty of parking. Call evenings 
after 7:00 or weekends. 238-2429. 

David Chacko is 22 years old, 6ft. 
tall, weight 175, and would like to 
correspond with females if any of 
them would hear my cry. Here is· 
my address. David Chacko, #P-
2305, Drawer R, Huntingdon, pa. 
16652. 

I am 34 years old, 6ft . . tall and 
weigh 175. I would like to 
correspond with females if 
possible. I am lonely so if you hear 
me, please write. John Jaf!leS 
Keen, Jr .. #P-0994, P.O. Box9901, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15233. 

I've been incarcerated since 1973, 
and I just turned 24 years old. I will 
be incarcerated from now on. I 
would like to corresp male or 
female. if possible, so if anyone out 
there will hear my cry ojloneliness, 
please write; we could have a 
mentally rewarding relationship. 
John J. Veltre, K-1410, P.O. Box 
9901, Pittsburgh. Pa., 15233. 

ROOMMATL sought . w. share 
nicely furnished apartment. Pri
vate bedroom and bath plus 
laundry facilities and parking .. 
Suburban Harrisburg. Call 545_ 
9923. 

Please print clearly: 

Instruments 
New& Used 

Expert 
Repair 

lessons 
All Styl_es 

We get you l· 
STARTED ' 1 

The Easy ' 
Way! 

Pickin' Parlor 
Tapes 4511 Jonestown Road 

Strings 

Books 
Harrisburg, Pa. 17109 

Accessories Exit 30E Colonial Park ' Supplies 
I off Rt. 83 

(717) 652-7714 

Open 12 to 9 Mon.-Thurs. 
12 to 8 Fri. ll to 4 Sat. 

TURN UN-USED STRINGED INSTRUMENTS 
INTO CASH!! BRING THEM IN AND 
WE SELL THEM .FOR YO~J ... 

rnament foosball table 
Imported beers 
4----- Phone 774-7273 

RIGHT WAY 
CHIMNEY SWEEP 
Professional 

Chimnev Sweeo 
restderrtial spertaTist 

l234•09t5J 
ts your fireplace a FIRE TRAP ? 

Classified Coupon 

HELP WANTED - staff member 
needed, must be good typist and 
have other office skills. Interest in 
alternate · energy preferred. 
Contact Wind Power Digest, 233-
3996. 

APARTMENT FOR RENT Beau- ' 
tiful, newly renovated apartments 
located in nice area of North 
Second Street, bay windows; 
wall-to-wall carpeting. New mod
ern kitchens. Three one-bedroom; 
one two-bedroom. No children or 
pets. Call Lora 774-1962. 

Classifieds are free to non-commercial advertisers 
Send this coupon to: 

HARRISBURG Classifieds, 315 Peffer Street, Harrisburg, Pa., 17102 
All commercial classifieds •re five cents a word. . 

Minimum one doHar. 
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continued from page 4 

whom this staff person was going to report to, and that 
the specifics of the job had not been worked out. 
Moreover, her feeling at the time was that the group was 
debating the hiring of an individual, Sayer, rather than 
the necessity ofthe position itself. She added, however, 
that there was considerable pressure on the group to do 
something in response to the new demands on the group. 

The way hiring was handled was a source of frustration 
for other members as well. Jane Perkins, a social 
services union officer, attended the meeting to help plall' 
strategies to deal with the crisis. Instead, she said, she 
had to sit through 45 minutes of debating how to staff the 
organization. Disgusted with what appeared to be a 
previously arranged conclusion, Perkins cut back her 
activities with TMIA. 

As a staff person Sayer was in a position to fully 
consolidate his influence in the organization. Nearly all 
the incoming telephone calls to the organization were 
taken by him, with two consequences. One was that he 
became clearly identified by all those communicating 
with TMIA as the person to speak with. Second, and 
more impqrtant, he had initial control over much of the 
information coming in and going out of the organization. • 

In the months afterward there was considerable 
private grumbling in some TMIA circles about the 
manner in which Sayer was hired. The critics, however, 
had to learn to live with the decision or leave the 
organization. 

These differences aside, perhaps the most quietly 
controversial tack TMIA has pursued is its massive legal 
suit to prevent the starting of TMI Unit One. The 
combination of legal fees and expenses for expert 
witnesses for the case has mounted to $10,000 a month. 
The attorneys for TMIA, former Consumer Advocate 
Mark Widoff and Larry Selkowitz, had to demand 
payment or the case could not continue. Their fees, plus 
other costs, now represent a critical financial burden on 
the organization. Several observers comment that the 
funds could be better spent in community organizing or 
other activities that would be more fruitful than a legal 
struggle in which the deck was . heavily 
stacked against the anti-nuclear forces. 

McCaughin does not buy this argument: "'I d<fbeHeve· 
Met-Ed and the NRC are in collusion. But the attempt 
must be made to break it up, or at least to hold it up high 
so people can see it," she _said. 

McCaughin has no illusions about the legal process, 
saying the issue will be settled politically, not legally. 
She says the suit will buy the community some time. She 
also does not rule out the possibility of a surprise victory 
or two in the legal arena. But in the end, she says, "the 
streets and our living rooms are where this battle will bt: 
won." • 

To finance its suit TMIA has put into operation a direct 
mail fundraising campaign designed by Johnny Alum 
Associates, a Washington DC firm. An appeal letter went 
out February 1, 1980, taking note of recent krypton gas 
releases. The letters were followed-up by some hard-sell 
telephone calls. 

To date the appeal has had a return of four percent, 
which in fundraising circles is considered excellent. Still, 
TMIA's deficit on the suit is $7,000 a month. TMIA 

. hopes to raise this amount through a national fundraising 
appeal or foundation funding. 

In February of this year a fundraising workshop 
sponsored by the March 28 Coalition was held in 
Harrisburg. The session was attended by representatives 
of all the antf:-nuclear groups in the area, with the 
exception of Three Mile Island Alert. 

New to the scene, the March 28 Coalition is just one of 
a number of interconnected groups with an interest in 
what happens on Three Mile Island. The Levinson 
Foundation, from Massachusetts and the Youth Project, 
from Washington DC, are funders of progressive causes 
and had received a number of inquiries from local groups 
and individuals about the possibility of financial support 

for anti-nuclear activities. The Levinson Foundation 
retained Danny Sheehan, an attorney on the Karen 
Silkwood case, to assess the situation here, with 
particular regard to the various legal actions proliferating 
among the anti-nuke groups and individual intervenors. 
The two foundations met with six area anti-nuclear 
groups last December to discuss the possibilities for joint 
actions. The meeting, held in Philadelphia, included 
ANGRY, PANE, Susquehanna Valley Alliance, the 
Environmental Coalition on Nuclear Power, the New
berry Township Steering Committee and Three' Mile 
Island Alert, represented by Roth and Sayer. 

The foundations, eager to support Harrisburg anti-nu
clear activities, were nevertheless wary of involvement. 
Sheehan's report to the Levinson Foundation had been 
critical of the duplication and lack of coordination among 
local groups. The Philadelphia meeting did nothing to 
change this perception. What finally emerged was a 
Three Mile Island Legal Fund, with a board consisting of 
representatives of the six groups plus individual 
intervenors. 

The board was organized with the help of the funding 
carrot the foundations were able to hold out. Estimates of 
how much support will be forthcoming vary wildly, from 
$10,000 to $300,000. In any event, the funds ~ay 
not be available till September of this year. 

According to Mary Meredith of the March 28th 
Coalition the new structure will eliminate unnecessary 
dupication in areas like expenses for expert witnesses 

and in the consolidation of similar contentions in the 
various lawsuits. Meredith is playing a key role in 

1developing outside financial support for the local 
movement. 

The personality clashes arid inter-organizational 
rivalries aside, several new and hopeful signs are 
emerging in the present situation. For the first time the 

local groups arE- working together on a significant! 
undertaking, the legal actions against the plant's 
reopening: Through the new-found harmony had to be 

generated by organizers from outside the area, a higher 
level of unity has been achieved. Second, the anti-nuke 
forces have been gathering strength, as evidenced by 
Three Mile Island Alert's 500 dues-paying members and 
Susquehanna Valley Alliance's modest legal victories. 
And, in an odd fashion, the movement has been helped 
by Met-Ed, which has displayed atrocious public 
relations sense, further inflaming the population. 

Sheehan elaborated on his analysis of the situation: 
''The bottom line is that there are seven different groups 
and five different pieces of litigation, plus a big group of 
private citizens with individual claims. SV A was involved 
with the water dumping issue, PANE with the 
psychological stress issue, ANGRY the gas releases and 
so on. What I recommended was that they needed to 

make collective decisions with regacd to the priority and 
timing of the suits.'' 

Sheehan said the Legal Defense Fund Board was the 
vehicle to achieve this. He pointed out that national 
foundations will not fund organization doing their own _ 
separate national campaigns, as TMIA had planned, and 
that the legal fund board would help end the confusion. 
Asked whether the foundation money may arrive too late 
to help with the current legal actions, Sheehan indicated 
that funds might pe available earlier than the expect-ed 
September date. 

The foundations had rejected an earlier TMIA request 
for $7,000 to allieviate a financial crisis in its suit against 
reopening TMI Unit One. 

Most observers feel the next several months will be 
critical to the anti-nuclear movement. With the TMIA 
legal actions teetering on the eage of fmancial 
insolvency, and with serious tactical questions still to be 
worked out among the various anti-nuclear groups, the 
immediate future is fraught with difficulty. Yet, with 
spirits raised from the community response to the 
krypton gas issue, the demonstrations around the March 
2H ·anniversary, ana the fresh efforts in forging local 

. unity, the anti-nuclear movement has served notice it will 
be a formidable foe with which the utilities and 
government will have to contend. 
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